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TH

 M ONUM ENT DEDI CATI ON 

National I nfantry M useum M emor ial Walk of H onor  

For t Benning, Georgia 
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M onument Dedication Ceremony 

                                           

Fred Carmichael  – Pledge of Al legiance    Eldon Gracy - Invocation 

                           

Tom Burgess – Emcee          Guy Mi l lard - Benediction 
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Thank you to all who made this monument possible 

Donor  List 
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Thank you to all who made this monument possible 

Donor  List 

 

We sincerely hope that our  donor  l ist  is complete and accurate.  When we began this project , we never 

dreamed that  we would be able to complete it  without  using funds from our  t reasury.  The donat ions for  

this project  exceeded our  expectat ions and wildest  dreams.  The surplus donat ions were ut i l ized to pay for  

as much of the For t  Benning out ing as possible.  We were able to provide the bus t ranspor tat ion and the 

lunch at  the mess hal l with the excess donat ions.  
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Educational Forum and 64
th

 Veteran’s Reunion 

October  2013 - Atlanta 

 

 

Veterans and Acornettes in Attendance 

Front  Row Seated Left  to Right :  Harry Serulneck, Dave Fi tzgibbon, El ias Cuevas, John 

McAul i ffe, George Watson, James Ogden, Bernard K lemmer, Hank Rosen, George Matyas. 

Standing Left  to Right :  Jack Higgins, Claire Korn, John Huber, Bet te Ruh, Walter  Clarke, 

Spencer Reed, Rodney Perkins, Keith Jones, Victor  Cross, Bi l l  H ise, Hal Browne, Wil l iam 

Burrus, Fred Whitaker , Pat  Olson, Fred Carmichael, Ray Rissler , Thomas Atchison, Howel l  

Moore, Tom Burgess, Barney Zmoda, George Eckerson, Jessie Bowman, Eldon Gracy, Guy 

Mi l lard, Ceci l  Newton, Bi l l  Al len, Richard Manchester . 
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Atlanta and For t Benning 2013 Reunion Repor t  

By Jim Oaks, President  2012-13 

I t  has been two weeks since our  2013 reunion 

in At lanta as I  start  to wr i te this, but  the 

memory of the four  days we spent  together  are 

st i l l  vivid. This is a recap of the events as I  

saw them. Others may wr i te from a di fferent  

perspect ive, but  I  think they al l  wi l l  rate the 

reunion outstanding. 

My t r ip to At lanta began Tuesday afternoon 

from my home in Huntsvi l le, Alabama, with a 

dr ive to Columbus, Georgia, where I  spent  the 

night  in order  to do some final coordinat ion 

Wednesday morning with our  contacts at  the 

Nat ional I nfant ry Museum (NIM) and Fort  

Benning. 

 

National  I nfantry Museum 

Wednesday morning I  was able to make an 

ear ly check in at  the new Hampton Inn 

adjacent  to the NIM where I  had made 

reservat ions for  Wednesday and Thursday 

night .  

By mid-morning my fr iend Junior  Stephens 

had arr ived from Huntsvi l le. He brought  the 

sound system and tents that  we used at  the 

dedicat ion on Thursday. I  showed Junior  the 

monument  locat ion and we made plans to set  

up for  the dedicat ion the fol lowing morning. 

After  checking with Major  Harry I rving, my 

mi l i tary contact  at  For t  Benning, and with 

Steven McClafl in with the Nat ional I nfant ry 

Foundat ion (NIF) and confi rming the support  

for  the monument  dedicat ion, I  had lunch 

with Junior  then headed nor th to the Marr iot t  

in At lanta to at tend the afternoon forum. 

The dr ive from Fort  Benning to the At lanta 

hotel  took a l i t t le over  an hour and a hal f 

since the t raffic flow on Interstates 288 and 88 

was smooth and the hotel  was located only 

two mi les from the Interstate exi t . I  had 

brought  a projector  that  Dennis Lennon and 

Ron Krum needed for  their  afternoon 

presentat ion about  their  father ’s exper ience as 

pr isoners of war. Dennis’s dad was captured 

dur ing the fi rst  days of the Division’s combat 

in the Saar and had never talked much to 

Dennis about  the exper ience before he died. 

 

Dennis Lennon presenting at Wednesday 

forum 

Over the years Dennis has been able to piece 

together  the exper ience pr imar i ly after  

discover ing an ar t icle from an interview with 

his dad that  was publ ished in a newspaper  

soon after  his return from WW I I .  
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Ron’s dad had been more for thcoming about  

his POW exper ience over  the years before his 

death and Ron had made visi ts back to 

Belgium and Germany with his dad.  

After  their  presentat ions I  gave a short  

br iefing to the group on the ant icipated 

act ivi t ies planned for  For t  Benning on 

Thursday and implored everyone to pace 

themselves since i t  was going to be a long day 

and the weather  would be a l i t t le warmer 

than idea. After  answer ing a few quest ions, I  

headed back to the Hampton Inn at  For t  

Benning where Junior  and I  made our  final 

plans for  the next  morning then t r ied to get  

some sleep. 

We were up ear ly on Thursday and moved the 

sound equipment  and tents to the monument . 

John Gonzales with the NIF had left  the gate 

open to al low us to move Junior ’s pickup close 

to the monument . After  breakfast  at  the hotel 

we then picked six wheelchairs that  the NIF 

was al lowing us to use for  the day and moved 

them to the locat ion where the busses would 

park later  that  morning. By then I  had 

confi rmed with Karen L i l ley and Tom Hewlet t  

that  the busses had depar ted At lanta around 

8:00 and they were hoping to arr ive by 9:45 in 

order  to view the band per formance that  was 

scheduled to star t  about  10 minutes before the 

graduat ion ceremony, scheduled for  10:00. 

The parents and family members of the 

soldiers in the graduat ing company began to 

fi l l  the viewing stand around 9:00, but  the 

Army had reserved a sect ion for  our  group. 

Vince Kranz and his wife Sue were staying in 

Pine Mountain, Ga., so they arr ived around 9 

and were there to help move any using 

wheelchairs from the bus to the stands. Whi le 

wait ing for  the busses to arr ive, Vince had 

t ime to take pictures in the Walk of honor  and 

made pictures of the 87th group as they moved 

from the busses to the stands for  the 

graduat ion.  

 

The fi rst  par t  of the graduat ion program had 

begun by the t ime our  group had moved into 

the stands, but  al l  were seated by the t ime the 

company of graduates marched across the 

field for  their  graduat ion. Before the bat tal ion 

commander of the graduat ing company began 

his int roductory remarks he recognized the 38 

veterans of the 87th who were in at tendance 

and said they would be dedicat ing the 

monument  in the afternoon.  

 

The graduat ion concluded by 11:00 and the 

group boarded busses to t ravel  onto Fort  

Benning to the Mess Hal l  (now cal led a dining 

faci l i ty or  DFAC by the Army.)  The group 

arr ived about  15 minutes before the DFAC 

opened so they were able to be at  the front  of 

the l ine for  the noon meal. 

http://gallery.87thinfantrydivision.com/Reunions-and-US-Events/2013-Reunion/Fort-Benning-InfGrad/32312065_2bVRDS#!i=2811974194&k=WKnXqpN&lb=1&s=A
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The faci l i ty offered a number of choices. One 

could go through the main meal l ine which 

offered a choice of three ent rees, or  you could 

make a short  order  for  a burger  i f desired. The 

salad bar  was well  stocked and deserts were 

plent i ful . The best  change from the WW I I  

days was that  there was no KP duty to be 

per formed. Al l  members of the cooking and 

wait  staff are civi l ian employees and they 

were a fr iendly group. 

After  the meal i t  was t ime to reload the busses 

to return to the parade parking area which 

was also the closest  point  to the Walk of 

Honor where the 87th monument  was located. 

As the group moved from the busses to the 

chairs in front  on the monument  a quintet  

from the Army band played music as those 

arr iving were able to admire the monument  

and some were able to take pictures before the 

ceremony began. Even though the program 

l isted an “unveil ing” as par t  of the ceremony, 

a decision was made to forego that  par t  and 

leave the monument  uncovered in order  for  al l  

to see the monument  as they arr ived. 

The afternoon temperature had reached the 

high 80s, so Tom Burgess, the emcee for  the 

event , moved the ceremony along 

expedit iously. I n addit ion to the quintet  from 

the Army band, For t  Benning also provided a 

4-man Color  Guard uni t  who carr ied both the 

U.S. colors and the 87th I nfant ry Division 

colors that  the Legacy Associat ion keeps.  

 

After  the presentat ion of Colors, Fred 

Carmichael led the assembly in the Pledge of 

Al legiance and al l  joined Tom Burgess in the 

singing of the Nat ional Anthem. Eldon Gracy 

gave the invocat ion and the monument  was 

accepted for  the Nat ional I nfant ry Foundat ion 

by ret i red Command Sergeant  Major  Steve 

McClafl in.  

The ceremony was concluded with a 

benedict ion by Guy Mi l lard and the t rumpeter  

from the quintet  blew Taps from a distance. 

Tom Burgess then cal led for  the Colors to be 

ret i red and the official  ceremony ended. Then 

those who had not  been able to make pictures 

before the ceremony had ample t ime for  their  

own. 

From the Walk of Honor the group made their  

way to the ent rance of the Nat ional I nfant ry 

Museum where each at tending WW I I  veteran 

was given a cer t i ficate as they entered. 

Unfor tunately, parts of the museum, 

including the Wor ld War I I  area, were closed 

due to the government  shutdown that  had 

star ted the fi rst  of the week of the reunion.  
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J im Oaks transferr ing the monument to 

the National  I nfantry Foundation, 

accepted by reti red Command Sergeant Major  

Steve McClafl in 

Fortunately the shutdown did not  affect  the 

rest  of the Fort  Benning visi t . After  the hour 

or  more at  the museum i t  was t ime to move 

again, this t ime back onto the post  to the Fort  

Benning Conference Center , the bui lding that  

had served as the Officers Club in the past .  

 

The hall  where the evening meal was served 

provided the most  decorat ive set t ing that  we 

enjoyed dur ing the reunion. Since Fort  

Benning is now home to both the Infant ry and 

Armor branches, one side of the hal l  was 

decorated with yel low Armor flags and the 

other  with blue Infant ry colors. Dur ing the 

meal a four  piece combo from the Army band 

provided music. 

After  the meal Br igadier  General  David 

Haight , the assistant  post  commander, head of 

the Infant ry school and the highest  ranking 

Infant ry officer  on the post , gave a welcome 

talk to the veterans and their  guest  and 

assured them that  the present  group of young 

soldiers that  he commands are as fi t  and well 

t rained as any the 

Army has had. He 

related personal  

stor ies from his days 

as a young 

L ieutenant  to the 

later  years as a 

commander of large 

groups. Al l  were 

test imonies of how 

fight ing soldiers are 

dependent  on each 

other .  

The General  and his wife Mol ly were qui te 

personable and spent  lots of t ime before and 

after  the dinner talking with the veterans, 

often kneel ing down to speak with those in 

wheel chairs. 

After  a mini  concer t  by the Army combo 

fol lowed General Haight ’s talk, i t  was t ime to 

reboard the busses for  the t r ip back to the 

Marr iot t  in At lanta. The group’s long day 

ended around 10 p.m. back at  the hotel . Some 

may have found the long day almost as 

exhaust ing as the infamous move from the 

Saar region to Belgium in December, 1944. 

But  at  least  they were t ravel ing on a warm 

bus instead of an open “6 by 6” this t ime. 

Fr iday morning began with the second forum 

session conducted by Dennis McCarthy with 

the help of his uncle, George Watson and his 

nephew, Col. Br ian McCarthy. Col. McCarthy 

is an Air  Force pi lot  current ly stat ioned in 

D.C. and he was able to get  some t ime off to 

help Dennis with two excel lent  educat ion 

forums on Fr iday, one t i t led “Thinking 

Outside the Box” in the morning and “The 

http://gallery.87thinfantrydivision.com/Reunions-and-US-Events/2013-Reunion/Reunion-FtBenning-Monument/32315078_MfrCr7#!i=2811841862&k=DDcKLHr
http://gallery.87thinfantrydivision.com/Reunions-and-US-Events/2013-Reunion/Dinner-at-Fort-Benning/32314898_2WFtXf#!i=2812252628&k=rWPhTc6&lb=1&s=A
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Evolut ion of Close Air  Support  (1944-2013) in 

the afternoon. 

 

George Watson, M-346, wi th nephew Col . 

Br ian McCarthy 

Fr iday evening we enjoyed the t radi t ional 

mixer  buffet  fol lowed by enter tainment  from a 

smal l  group from an area col lege cal led the 

At lanta Patr iot  Brass Ensemble. They regaled 

us with pat r iot ic tunes from the Civi l  War and 

forward. This group of six col lege music 

majors fi l led the room with the sound of a 20 

piece brass band. After  Karen L i l ley and Tom 

Hewlet t  awarded some door pr izes many of 

the group moved to the hospital i ty room on 

the top floor  for  more conversat ions. 

Saturday’s act ivi ty began with the annual 

Business Meet ing at  which our  new set  of 

officers was int roduced. Many of the same 

people agreed to cont inue to serve on the 

execut ive commit tee with Dennis McCarthy 

becoming the President  and Kor ine Headlee 

taking the secretary posi t ion. Dennis Lennon 

agreed to take a posi t ion on the commit tee 

and became the second vice president . Mark 

Roth, the Legacy GAN editor , encouraged the 

veterans to send their  stor ies for  publ icat ion 

and announced that  Barbara St rang wi l l  be 

helping as an assistant  edi tor  for  2013-14. The 

other  reports were upbeat  with al l  expressing 

sat isfact ion and pr ide with the complet ion of 

the monument  project  in the past  year . The 

meet ing then adjourned for  a short  break 

before the Memor ial  Service. 

This year  our  Memor ial  Service was conducted 

by Kor ine Headlee. The Color  Guard was 

composed of our  own veterans, Tom Burgess, 

Fred Whitaker , George Watson and John 

McAul i ffe. Vince Kranz, Tim Mui lenburg, and 

Kor ine Headlee read the names of members 

who died in the past  year  

After  lunch Tim Higgins conducted the final 

forum t i t led “A Soldier ’s Exper ience in the 

87th.” Tim solici ted comments from the group 

for  this session. Dur ing al l  the sessions, going 

back to Pi t tsburgh, Tim has also videotaped 

the presentat ions and has made them 

avai lable onl ine. His effor ts in this area have 

been very valuable and are much appreciated. 

Fred Whitaker  served as emcee for  the 

banquet  on Saturday evening.  The program 

included the keynote address by ret i red Col. 

Wi l l iam Gavan and reflect ions from each of 

the past  legacy presidents, Tom Hewlet t , 

Craig St iegemeier , Ron Krum, Tim Higgins, 

Jim Oaks and the incoming president , Dennis 

McCarthy. The evening ended with some 

group singing and a closing benedict ion by 

John McAul i ffe. Again, many st i l l  had t ime to 

spend some more special  minutes in the 

hospital i ty room as some said good bye unt i l  

next  year  in Pi t tsburgh.  

 

Note: As I  have concluded this tonight , i t ’s almost  a month since the reunion and there are a lot  

of memor ies of those four  days in Georgia that  I  have not  wr i t ten about . However, just  as you 

who were there know, i t  was a wonderful  combinat ion of events and memor ies. For  those of us 

who have helped make the 87th I nfant ry Division Legacy Associat ion a real i ty that  star ted with a 

seed planted by Barbara St rang in Birmingham, Alabama in 1998, we simply say i t  has been a 

pleasure to serve.   
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Tom Hewlett            Craig Stiegemeier          Ron Krum 

 

Tim Higgins                   J im Oaks            Dennis McCarthy 

 

Thanks to all! 

Karen L i l ley and Tom Hewlet t  

Reunion Co-chairs 

This year ’s reunion in At lanta was a huge success with 183 in at tendance spanning four  

generat ions, including 39 veterans and 5 Acornet tes. As always, this wonderful  t ime together 

would not  be possible without  the spir i ted help from al l  the volunteers. Thanks to everyone who 

cont r ibuted, with special  thanks to the fol lowing: 

 Regist rat ion:  Pat  Hewlet t  and Joan Sal lada 

 Quarter  Masters:  Tina and Mi l l ie Shol ly 

 Monument  Dedicat ion: Jim Oaks, Tom Burgess, Eldon Gracy, Guy Mil lard, Preston 

Durrer  – photography 

 Bus Captains:  Tom Hewlet t , Karen L i l ley, Tim Muilenburg 

 Memorial  Service: Kor ine Headlee, John McAul i ffe, Dick Manchester , Barney Zmoda, 

Vince Kranz and Tim Mui lenburg 

 Memorial  Service Color  Guard organized by Tom Burgess: Jesse Bowman, John McAul i ffe, 

George Watson, Fred Whitaker   

 Banquet  program: Fred Whitaker  (MC,) John MacAul i ffe and Bob Purple 
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 Educat ional Forums: Kor ine Headlee, Dennis McCarthy, Tim Higgins, Ron Krum, Dennis 

Lennon, Br ian McCarthy and George Watson 

 Hospital i ty Room: Ron Krum and Craig St iegemeier  

 Video product ion of reunion events and highl ights wi l l  be made available for  poster i ty and 

for  al l  to view on our  website by Tim Higgins.  

 And lest  we forget , we are so grateful  for  the on-going effor ts of Preston Durrrer , 

Webmaster  and Mark Roth, Editor - GAN-LE  

64
th

 Veterans Reunion and 

Educational Forum 

Pittsburgh, August 2-4, 2014 

Karen Lilley - Reunion Coordinator   

What a great  t ime we had in At lanta and we 

are responding to your enthusiasm with plans 

for  another  reunion which is less than 9 

months away! This wi l l  be a scaled-down 

version of our  previous gather ings, but  i t  

promi

ses to 

be just  

as 

much 

fun.   

We 

wi l l  

return 

to the 

Pit tsb

urgh 

Airpor

t  Marr iot t  on Saturday, August  2 and Sunday, 

August  4 where we have enjoyed their  fine 

hospital i ty and amenit ies, and close proximity 

to the Pit tsburgh Internat ional Airpor t . They 

are offer ing a discounted room rate of $99.00 

(plus 14% tax) per  night  which has been 

extended to three days pr ior  to and after  our  

event .  This might  appeal to famil ies who 

would l ike to stay longer and take in some of 

the at t ract ions in the Pit tsburgh area. 

Reservat ions may be made by call ing the 

nat ional reservat ion l ine at  800-228-9290 or 

by call ing the hotel  direct ly at  412-788-8800. 

Please ident i fy yoursel f as a member of the 

87thIDLA in order  to receive the discounted 

rate.  

A final  i t inerary wil l  be avai lable on the 

website (www.87thinfant rydivision.com) in a 

few months and you wi l l  receive regist rat ion 

mater ials by email  and snai l  mai l  somet ime in 

March 2014. Events wi l l  include 1-3 

educat ional forums, a Saturday mixer  and 

Sunday banquet . The hospital i ty room wil l  be 

open for  gather ing, spir i ts and snacks for  the 

durat ion. 

We hope you wi l l  join us! 

Looking For  a Reunion Assistant for  2014! 

Karen Lilley - Reunion Coordinator   

Have you enjoyed the last  several reunions in D.C., Pi t tsburgh, Providence and At lanta?  I  am 

looking for  someone to assist  me in 2014.   

As you might know, Tom Hewlet t  has stepped back from his role as reunion co-chair  in order  to 

focus on other  87thIDLA responsibi l i t ies. I n addit ion to his office Assistant  Treasurer , he has 

taken on the project  of cataloguing the 87th ID memor ials and monuments throughout  the wor ld.  
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He is also in communicat ion with the offices of the I l l inois Secretary of State and the At torney 

General  in order  to sustain the incorporated status of the 87thIDLA.  Thank you Tom, for  al l  you 

have done to make the last  reunions so successful  and for  your  cont r ibut ions to the associ at ion!    

I  have agreed to organize next  year ’s reunion and have signed the cont ract  with the Pit tsburgh 

Marr iot t  where we have been before.  The dates have been moved to Saturday 8/2 and Sunday 

8/3 in order  to accommodate more people. I n spi te of the fact  that  Reunion 2014 wi l l  be a scaled-

down version of recent  years, there is much preparatory work to be done.  There are a few 

“projects” which can be easi ly delegated and I ’d love to speak with you about  them i f you are 

interested. This would also be an opportuni ty for  you to lend a hand dur ing the actual  reunion 

i tsel f, responding to the many detai l s needing immediate at tent ion. I n the spir i t  of “ful l  

disclosure,” I  should be honest  about  my hopes that  this person might  consider  taking the lead 

for  2015, with my assistance or  wi th support  from someone else. Reflect ing over  the last  several  

years, i t  appears that , ideal ly, the lead should be someone working par t -t ime or  semi-ret i red, 

however, with a scaled-down program, i t  is qui te possible that  less t ime and energy would be 

required.    

Personal ly, I  have found my reunion planning role incredibly ful fi l l ing and deeply sat isfying and 

have considered i t  a wonderful  opportuni ty to show my grat i tude to our  veterans for  the role they 

played in preserving peace and democracy throughout  the wor ld. I f you’d l ike to explore joining 

me in this pr ivi lege, I  invi te you to contact  me by emai l  or  phone (978) 563-1477. Let ’s talk!

Army M arching Cadence 

As S/Sgt. Fred Carmichael , F-347, 

remembers from 25-mi le marches in 

training. 

The coffee the Army gives you  

They say is mighty fine. 

I t ’s good for  cuts and bruises 

And tastes l ike iodine. 

I  don’t want any more of this Army l i fe. 

Gee Mom, I  want to go home. 

The chicken  the Army gives you 

They say is the very best . 

You’l l  get  the neck and the asshole 

And the officers get  the rest . 

I  don’t want any more of this Army l i fe. 

Gee Mom, I  want to go home. 

The turkey the Army gives you 

They say is mighty fine. 

A piece fel l  off the table 

And ki l led a pal  of mine. 

I  don’t want any more of this Army l i fe. 

Gee Mom, I  want to go home. 
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GOOD TIMES 

 
Pat  Hewlet t  and Joan Sallada at  Regist rat ion Table 

                  
          Bi l l  Gavin, Guest  Speaker,     Dick and Shei la Manchester , K -345 

           wi th Jim Oaks at  Banquet               Dinner at  For t  Benning 

     
         Jim Oaks with David Fi tzgibbon and his daughters     Robert  Wallace, L -346  
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From the President’s Desk: 

Dennis M cCar thy 

Ski l l , Bravery, Dedicat ion, Comradeship - these are the t rai ts of the men who fought  at  the 

Bat t le of the Bulge.  I t ’s no wonder, then, that  some sixty-eight  years later , the 87th I nfant ry 

Division Legacy Associat ion is st i l l  going st rong. I  am deeply honored to serve as President  of 

this wonderful  organizat ion. 

My “Favori te Uncle George” (George Watson M-346) didn’t  talk much about  his years in the 

service as I  was growing up. As kids we al l  knew he had fought  in the Bat t le of the Bulge.  But 

we didn’t  know much else.  I t  wasn’t  unt i l  a few years ago, when I  had reason to stay with him in 

New York for  an extended per iod, that  the detai ls of Uncle George’s mi l i tary service became 

known to me. And what  a story i t  was. Dur ing long walks (at  least  5 miles), we had lots of 

conversat ions about  many topics. I  talked about  my mi l i tary exper ience in Korea and Germany 

(Captain US Army Corp of Engineer 1968 to 1972). But  Uncle George is a “talker” and I  learned 

a lot  about  the 87th. He told me about  the upcoming t ransi t ion of his Army Division Reunion 

Organizat ion to what  is now the 87th I nfantry Division Legacy Associat ion. I t  sounded l ike a good 

thing for  him and the Unit .  I  didn’t  think, then, about  how I  would become a par t  of i t . 

When I  heard that  the 2010 reunion would be in Pi t tsburgh (where I  l ive) I  decided to surpr ise 

Uncle George and show up to support  him. I  real ly didn’t  know what  to expect . Was I  going to be 

surrounded by a bunch of grumpy old guys or  a bunch of guys that  were great  to be around? 

What  a surpr ise! I nstead of just  spending the minimal amount  of t ime just  to show my 

appreciat ion for  Uncle George, I  couldn’t  get  enough of the great  people, their  stor ies, and the 

atmosphere in general . I  guess that ’s when I  became hooked. I  told al l  of my family what  a great 

exper ience the Reunion was. 

Pittsburgh Reunion 2011 – I t  was an easy decision to par t icipate for  the second t ime. I  even 

got  a fr iend of mine, a history buff, to join me for  some of the sessions, but  I  at tended everything. 

Rhode I sland Reunion 2012 – I  flew to NY so I  could help Uncle George with the dr iving. (I  

got to do al l  the dr iving because someone’s wal let went missing hours after  we got star ted. I  also 

was al lowed to pay for  everything. How convenient!). Needless to say, I  had another  great  

exper ience. Tim Higgins, the President  at  the t ime, asked me to be the next  1st Vice President . I  

didn’t  hesi tate to agree. I  fel t  this organizat ion deserved my t ime. My only concern…how I  was 

going to l ive up to the standards I  had seen at  the other  reunions? My job was to organize the 

Educat ional Forums for  the 2013 Reunion. 

Atlanta Reunion 2013 – I  am proud to say that  my nephew, Br ian McCarthy, is a Colonel in 

the U.S. Air  Force. Dur ing a family gather ing, Br ian, Uncle George and I  kicked around some 

ideas for  the upcoming Educat ional Forums. Our creat ivi ty was bolstered by numerous glasses of 

scotch and we al l  remembered occasions where we had completed tasks, ei ther  by unl ikely 

methods or  against  commander ’s orders. The results were two of the Educat ional Forums of the 

At lanta Reunion. Br ian’s schedule permit ted him to personal ly present  his “story” and at tendees 

seemed to hang on his every word. He was enthusiast ical ly welcomed by fel low members and he 

and his father  are now members. 
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Brian McCarthy, George Watson, Ed McCarthy and Dennis McCarthy 

My thanks are extended to the many individuals who helped with the 2013 Reunion. But  a 

special  thank you to…. 

 Brian for  taking t ime from his busy schedule at  the Pentagon. 

 Jim Oaks for  al l  his hard work and dedicat ion related to the 87th I nfant ry Division 

monument  at  the Nat ional I nfant ry Museum’s Walk of Honor at  For t  Benning, GA. 

 Karen L i l ley for  al l  her  cont r ibut ions in making the 2013 Reunion a success. 

As with most  organizat ions, we have challenges ahead. The most  signi ficant  chal lenge for  the 

87th IDLA appears to be how we wi l l  proceed beyond the 2014 Reunion. Do we cont inue as we 

have in previous years, do we schedule fewer days, do we merge with another  associat ion, or  do 

we not  have reunions and l imit  the involvement  to our  web si te only? We need to explore the pros 

and cons of al l  of these opt ions. We need to discuss them with the Veterans. We need to insure 

that  the 87th I nfant ry Division Legacy cont inues. I  welcome your comments. 

For  the 2014 Reunion, Tom Hewlet t  and I  wil l  be ident i fying al l  of the signi ficant  87th locat ions 

for  t raining, por ts, bat t le si tes, etc. We plan a display for  the hospital i ty room, where at tendees 

can view these locat ions, along with photos and images from Google Earth. Please send any 

informat ion you have to Tom or  me. I ’m looking forward to serving the Associat ion and seeing 

you in Pi t tsburgh in 2014. 
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87
th

 I nfantry Division Legacy Association 

Annual Business M eeting 
October  5, 2013 – Atlanta, Georgia 

Time: 10:00 am EST  

Agenda  

1. Call to order  – President Jim Oaks – 

cal led the meet ing to order . 

2. Approval of Agenda/Additions – Jim 

Oaks (No additions were made.)  

 3. I ntroduction of Board M embers – Jim 

thanked al l  the volunteers involved in making 

the reunion a successful  one. He stated that  

without  al l  our  volunteers help the reunion 

would not  be possible. The Board in turn 

wanted to recognize Jim’s hard work this year  

especial ly in get t ing the Division monument  

at  For t  Benning completed and dedicated. Al l  

the fol lowing 2012-2013 Board Members were 

present  except  Preston Durrer  and Bob 

Purple. 

1st  VP: Dennis McCarthy, 2nd VP: Kor ine 

Headlee, Secretary: Jean Petruck, Treasurer : 

Vince Kranz, Asst . Secretary for  Membership: 

Tim Muilenburg, Asst . Treasurer  for  

Operat ions: Tom Hewlet t , Jr .,  Webmaster : 

Preston Durrer , Editors, Golden Acorn News – 

Legacy Edit ion: Mark I . Roth and Barbara 

St rang, Histor ian: Jim Ogden, I I I , 

Quartermaster : Tina Shol ly, Veterans 

advisors: Tom Burgess, A-345,  John 

McAul i ffe, M-347, Bob Purple, A-346, Past 

Legacy Associat ion Presidents: 2008 Thomas 

R. Hewlet t , Jr ., 2009 Craig L . St iegemeier , 

2010 Ronald R. Krum, 2011-2012 Tim 

Higgins, Reunion Coordinators: Karen L i l ley 

and Tom Hewlet t , Jr . 

4. Approval of M inutes – Minutes from last  

year ’s Annual Meet ing had been approved by 

the Board in conference cal l  in 2012. 

5. Treasurers Repor t – Vince Kranz Vince 

reported we are in good financial  health.  As of 

the end of September there was $47,758.06 in 

the account  which included $15,900 from AFR 

for  regist rat ion of the reunion. As of 

September 30, $2,000 dues have been received 

as well  as $1,145 of donat ions. There was a 

cost  of $1,450 for  pr int ing the GAN. Donat ions 

for  the monument  in 2013 were $7,500. Total 

donat ions for  the monument  were $18,200 so 

the monument  is paid off. Out flow recorded 

were $10 for  report ing our  501 status, $1,800 

for  GAN pr int ing, $4,763 in other  expenses 

associated with the monument  and $200 for  

postage. So far  this year  a total  of $7,700 i n 

expenses have been recorded. Reunion 

expenses as of this date are $12,500.  

A quest ion was asked as to how much the 

monument  did cost . Vince responded the 

monument  cost  $11,500 leaving $6,700 left  in 

cont r ibut ions. He stated there would be more 

costs associated with the dedicat ion ceremony. 

Another  quest ion arose as to fees associated 

with the care/maintenance of the monument . 

There was discussion fol lowing regarding 

using the money to take care of the Walk of 

Honor monument  as wel l  as other  monuments 
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that  are in the U.S. and other  par ts of the 

wor ld. We wi l l  be pursuing finding out  where 

al l  these monuments are located and what  

type of care and maintenance would be needed 

where costs would be incurred. 

Regarding other  costs – we reported a mot ion 

the Board made to lend monetary support  to a 

pr ivate museum that  John McAul i ffe told us 

about  in Belgium. I t  was decided that  the 

amount  to be determined for  this museum 

would be discussed after  al l  expenses have 

been recorded for  this reunion. 

I tems of Business: 

6. 2013 Reunion – Karen Lilley – Karen 

reported that  we have 183 in at tendance; 39 

are veterans and 4 acornet tes. 

7. 2014 Reunion – Karen Lilley/Tom 

H ewlett – Karen reported that  the reunion 

next  year  is scheduled for  Fr iday and 

Saturday, August  1st and 2nd  (later  changed to 

Saturday and Sunday, August  2nd and 3rd ) in 

Pi t tsburgh at  the Pit tsburgh Marr iot t  Hotel . 

She advised that  there wi l l  be no tours, we 

wi l l  have one educat ional forum, a Memor ial 

Service and business meet ing. There wil l  be 

dinners for  both evenings as wel l  as a 

hospital i ty room. Karen reported that  the 

2014 Reunion would be her  last  reunion as the 

Reunion Chairperson. At  the Business 

Meet ing, Tom asked i f anyone was interested 

in taking over  this posi t ion. 

8. 2015 Reunion – Tom H ewlett – Tom 

announced that  there wi l l  be a reunion in 

2015. Nashvi l le was ment ioned as a possible 

si te but  is not  defini te. Tom reported that  

since the 2014 Reunion would be Karen’s last  

reunion as the Reunion Chairperson that  

someone was needed in that  posi t ion. I t  was 

ment ioned that  the AFR handles most  of legal 

things and i t  would be easier  going forward 

with the shorter  format . Anyone interested in 

serving as the 2015 Reunion Chairperson 

should speak to members of the Legacy Board.   

9. 87
th

 I nfantry M onument – Tom Burgess 

– Tom hoped that  al l  shared in the pr ide to al l  

that  served in honor of the monument . He also 

thanked al l  that  cont r ibuted to the 

monument . Tom ment ioned that  our  

monument  is the only one that  recognizes not  

only just  our  Division but  recognizes al l  that  

commit ted themselves to their  famil ies and 

country.  He said that  We Are Special . 

10. M embership Update – Tim 

M uilenburg – Tim reported that  as of 

Tuesday 526 people were on the current  roster  

and that  293 of these are veterans and 

acornet tes. 440 people have paid dues going 

forward leaving 86 that  last  paid dues in 2012. 

There are 527 non current  people and Tim 

asked for  help from people to help cont act  

these people by telephone. I t  was suggested 

that  perhaps we could sor t  the roster  into 

regions for  people close to them to cal l . 

11. PayPal for  Donations – Kor ine 

H eadlee – Kor ine reported that  we now can 

take donat ions elect ronical ly through PayPal. 

Tim M ment ioned that  we are also t rying to 

get  other  i tems such as dues, etc to be used 

with PayPal and is being worked on. 

12. Nomination Committee Repor t – Tim 

H iggins – Tim read the Nominat ions for  the 

Officers and Board of Directors for  the 87th 

I nfant ry Division Legacy Associat ion for  

2014…they are as fol low: 

President :  Dennis McCarthy 

1st Vice President :  Kor ine Headlee 

2nd Vice President :  Dennis Lennon 

Secretary:  Kor ine Headlee 
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Asst . Secretary for  Membership:  Tim 

Mui lenburg 

Treasurer :  Vince Kranz 

Asst . Treasurer  for  Operat ions:  Tom Hewlet t  

Webmaster :  Preston Durrer  

Editor , Golden Acorn News – Legacy Edit ion:  

Mark Roth 

Assistant  Editor , Gold Acorn News – Legacy 

Edit ion:  Barbara St rang 

Histor ian:  Jim Ogden, I I I  

Asst . Histor ian:   

Quartermaster :  Tina Shol ly 

Veteran Advisors:  Tom Burgess, John 

McAul i ffe, Bob Purple 

Reunion Coordinator :  Karen L i l ley  

A mot ion was made to accept  the slate as 

read. I t  was seconded and approved as read. 

13. Project to Upload and Suppor t Video 

through Website – Tim H iggins – Tim 

reported that  we have been recording 

meet ings, mixers, banquets, etc and are being 

uploaded to the website. There was discussion 

as to whether  these videos should be available 

to members only or  the publ ic. I t  was agreed 

that  anyone on the internet  should be able to 

have access to these videos. We have been able 

to determine that  the website has been hi t  

from even other  countr ies such as I reland, 

France, Germany and China to name a few.  A 

quest ion was asked i f they could find a person 

on the website from the GAN by put t ing their  

name in and finding which ar t icles they are 

ment ioned. The answer was yes you are able 

to find someone that  way. The videos take a 

lot  of space on the website and we have 

researched paying for  more GB of space. A 

mot ion was made to increase from 50 GB to 

100 GB with a cost  of $400. The mot ion was 

seconded and approved 

14. GAN Product ion – M ark Roth – Mark 

made a plea for  people to get  involved in the 

Legacy Associat ion. He said how important  

the roles are to our  parents to work as a 

Member of the Board.   

Mark said there wi l l  be a new feature in the 

GAN’s going forward. There wi l l  be a page of 

recognit ion to those that  did not  make i t  back 

from the war. The stor ies, photos and 

informat ion should be sent  to Barbara St rang 

who wi l l  now assist  Mark. He would l ike to 

get  some new stor ies by the end of October 

that  we need to sol ici t  our  vets and famil ies 

for  memor ies and stor ies.   

Karen ment ioned the Memory Book and 

having it  scanned into the website and how 

the Memory Book can cont inue to grow. 

15. Open Discussion/Suggestions – 

Someone stood up and spoke how total ly 

impressed he was wi th the professional ism of 

the Legacy Group. 

16. Afternoon and Evening Events – 

Memorial  Service as 11:45am; Educat ional 

Forum – A Soldier ’s Exper ience in the 87th at  

2:00 pm; Banquet  at  7:00 pm 

17. Adjournment   - a mot ion was made to 

Adjourn, i t  was seconded and the  mot ion 

approved. 
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Treasurer ’s Repor t  

Vincent R. Kranz 

The 87th IDLA is in good financial  health. We star ted the year with $27,385.23 in the checking 

account .  As of the end of October there was $29,195.89 in the checking account .   

I ncome and Expenses for  2013 are summarized in Table 1 below. Most  notable i tems of income 

were Reunion Regist rat ion funds from AFR of $15,588 and 2013 Donat ions for  the monument  of 

$7,738. Total  donat ions for  the monument  since the project  was ini t iated in 2012 were $18,200.   

Expenses as of October 31 totaled $28,324.50. Signi ficant  expenses incl uded $ 20,876.83 for  the 

2013 Reunion and Monument  Dedicat ion. These are summarized in a Table 2 below.  

The total  cost  of the 2013 Reunion and Monument  Dedicat ion was $20,876.83. This was 

$4,991.83 more than the regist rat ion receipts from AFR and those received at  the reunion 

regist rat ion desk. The di fference is pr imar i ly the result  of expenses incur red as a result  of the 

Monument  Dedicat ion act ivi t ies and t ransportat ion.  The board agreed to use some of the excess 

funds received in Monument  Donat ions to cover the ext ra expenses associated with the 

dedicat ion. 

The final  payment  for  the NIM Monument , payable to the Columbus Monument  Company, was 

$4,753 so the monument  is paid off. The total  cost  of the monument  was $11,753. Of this amount , 

$9,753 went  to the Columbus Monument  Company which covered $2,500 for  the concrete pad 

and $7,253 for  the actual  grani te monument  and i ts instal lat ion. The other  $2,000 was paid to 

the Nat ional I nfant ry Foundat ion for  the site within the Walk of Honor.   

As ment ioned above, donat ions totaled $18,200 leaving a surplus of $6,447. When the ext ra 

expenses related to the Monument  Dedicat ion are accounted for  the remaining Monument  

Donat ions are $1,455.  

Table 1 - 87th I DLA Treasurer ’s Repor t as of 10/31/13 

1/1/2013 through 10/31/2013 

 

I NCOME 

 

 

Reunion Regist rat ion  $  15,885.00  

 

NIM Monument  Donat ions  $    7,738.09  

 

Associat ion Dues  $    2,230.00  

 

GANLE Hard Copy  $    1,465.00  

 

Merchandise Sales  $    1,319.00  

 

Donat ion  $    1,155.00  

 

Smugmug Sales  $        103.07  

 

GAN Disk Sales  $          80.00  

 

TOTAL INFLOWS  $  30,065.16  



Golden Acorn News – Legacy Edition 

 © 2013 87th Infantry Division Legacy Association – All rights reserved. 25 

 

EXPENSES 

 
 

Reunion Expenses  $  20,876.83  

 

NIM Expenses  $    4,753.00  

 

GANLE Pr int ing  $    1,808.51  

 

Web Site  $        664.81  

 

Postage  $        211.35  

 

I l l inois State Incorporat ion Annual Fee  $          10.00  

 

TOTAL OUTFLOWS  $  28,324.50  

 

NET I NCOM E  $    1,740.66  

Table 2 – 2013 Reunion Expense Summary 

Expense I tem Amount 

Marr iot t  Expenses (Room rental, AV Rental, Meals) $12,777.84  

Buses to Ft . Benning $3,075.00  

Dinner at  Benning Club $2,432.57  

Lunch at  Ft . Benning $777.40  

Mixer  entertainment  $600.00  

NIF for  chairs, car ts, podium $275.00  

Banquet  Program pr int ing $259.57  

Bagpiper  $215.00  

Shipping $214.12  

Monument  Dedicat ion Program pr int ing $145.80  

Hospital ity Room refreshments $84.58  

Books for  Door  Pr izes $19.95  

 

  

Total $20,876.83  

 

 

 

 

 

The H omefront 

Claire Korn, wife of Jules Korn, F -347 

(Clai re eloquently spoke about the homefront at the 

Saturday forum and graciously wrote i t down for  

us.)   

I  was a teenager dur ing WW2. My brother  

was in the Navy on a ship in the South Pacific, 

one cousin was with the 8th Air  Force in 

England and another  was fight ing in 

I taly. Happi ly, they al l  returned home safe. 

We l ived in the Rockaways which is part  of 

New York City with the At lant ic Ocean on one 

side and Jamaica Bay on the other . I t  is a 

narrow st r ip of land not  even a mi le wide. 

Across Jamaica Bay is Floyd Bennet t  Field, a 

Naval Air  Stat ion and down the road, about  a 

mi le from my home was Fort  Ti lden, an Army 

base. Our home address was posted at  each 

place for  a soldier  or sai lor  to come and have 

some quiet  t ime. Quite a few did come, usual ly 

brought  a book to read. They sat  in our  

backyard on a recl ining chair , opened their  

book and prompt ly fel l  asleep.  I  woke them 



Golden Acorn News – Legacy Edition 

26 © 2013 87th Infantry Division Legacy Association – All rights reserved.  

up when they told me and showed each one 

the bathroom and handed them a fresh 

towel. They always left  wi th a bag of cookies 

baked by my Mother.  

 

Clai re speaking at Saturday Forum 

From our front  porch, you were able to see 

Ambrose L ightship, which marks the official 

ent rance to New York Harbor, as i t  does 

today. Because of our  locat ion al l  the houses 

had heavy black cur tains on the windows, so 

no l ight  would show. My Father  was one of the 

block Wardens. He wore a helmet , carr ied a 

big wooden club and a flashlight  t hat  

only showed the l ight  down. I f you pointed i t  

up the l ight  would go out . He walked around 

the st reet  and around each house making sure 

no l ight  showed. Somet imes he would be out  

almost  al l  night .   

My Mother  was a Grey Lady. Twice a week she 

wore a Grey Dress and a Grey hat  and rode the 

bus to the Veteran's Hospital. She helped the 

nurses with the wounded Veterans, helping feed 

those who could not  feed themselves, reading to 

those whose eyes were bandaged and wr it ing 

let ters for  those whose hands were bandaged.  She 

always came home sad, and on those days, I  

prepared dinner  for  my Father  and cleaned 

up. When i t  was her  turn to volunteer  at  the local 

U.S.O., I  went  with her . I  fi l led the dishes on the 

table with nuts and pretzels. I  brought  the sodas 

the men had ordered. I f someone wanted a beer , I  

had to find an adult  to carry the beer. We both 

walked to the table and I  would say, "Here is your 

beer ." I  stepped aside and the adult  would put  the 

beer  on the table. When the Jukebox played a 

Ji t terbug, I  would Ji t terbug with a soldier  or  

sai lor .  

I  knew how to knit  back then and I  made many 

black hats that  the soldiers wore under  their  

helmets.  Hopeful ly, the hats I  made got  to the 

87th and helped keep many of you warm dur ing 

the terr ible winter  of 44-45. I  st i l l  remember the 

day my brother  came home. When I  came from 

school, my Mother  said, "A package came for  you 

today. I  put  i t  on your  bed." I  ran down the hal l , 

opened the door  and my brother  said, "H i Pesty, 

I 've come home." Then he hugged me and picked 

me up and twir led me around. I t  was wonder ful. 

When I  was dat ing Jul ie, I  asked him if he wore a 

knit ted hat  under  his helmet . "Of course," he 

answered. I  said, “Maybe i t  was one I  had 

knit ted,” and he looked at  me and said, "I f you had 

put  your  name in i t , I  would have found you 

sooner. 

We al l  have memor ies, some good and some not  so 

good. But  memor ies from many years ago are a 

wonder ful thing to have and to cher ish.   

[Who was a “Grey Lady?” They were 

volunteers in the local  VA hospital . When the 

wounded were taken off the Hospital  ship in 

New York harbor , fi rst  they were checked out  

in a NYC hospital, and i f more care was 

needed, they were sent  to a VA hospital  unt i l  

they were able to be sent  to their  home state 

to be near family. 
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An owner of a dress factory in the City had a 

great  deal of Grey cot ton fabr ic that  was not  of 

the best  quali ty. He volunteered to make grey 

dresses to be used by the volunteers in the VA 

hospitals. I f a Vet  wanted a sip of water  or  his 

pi l low fluffed up, or  to wr i te a let ter  home, 

why bother  the nurses. I nstead they cal led for  

a "Grey Lady.” I t  may have been easier  than 

saying, "Lady in grey, please come here." My 

Mother tore up her  dress when the Hospital 

closed almost  a year after  the War ended. She 

didn't  l ike what  she saw and some of the 

things she did, but  she never regret ted doing 

i t  and helping the Vets as much as she was 

able to do. As I  wrote, she always came home 

sad on those days. – Claire Korn] 

WRM S Student Pays Tr ibute to 

WWI I  Veterans 

Repr inted by permission from Salmon Press 

Newspapers, Meredith, New Hampshire 

BY DONNA RHODES.  

  

TILTON -Having a Wor ld War I I  veteran as 

her  grandfather  has given Olivia Doubleday a 

deep-rooted appreciat ion for  those who have 

served the nat ion, and as Veterans' Day nears, 

she hopes others wi l l  step up to show their  

grat i tude as wel l .  

The Winnisquam Regional Middle School 

eighth grader, along with her  grandfather , 

mother , aunt  and uncle, recent ly at tended a 

ceremony for  the WW I I  veterans of the U.S. 

Army's 87th Infant ry Division. The family 

t raveled to For t  Benning, Ga., where they had 

the pr ivi lege of witnessing the dedicat ion of a 

large granite tablet  that  wi l l  forever  

commemorate the sacr i fices of some of 

Amer ica's bravest  service men and women. 

The monument  is si tuated along the Nat ional 

I nfant ry Museum Memor ial  Walk of Honor.  

Dur ing WWI I , her  grandfather ; Spencer Reed, 

was a member of 87th Infant ry, which was 

known as the "Golden Acorn." The division 

served throughout  Europe where, according to 

onl ine sources, they spent  154 days in combat 

r ight  up unt i l  VE Day. The t roops were back 

at  For t  Benning prepar ing to deploy to Japan 

when V J Day occurred and 87th Infant ry was 

then deact ivated on Sept . 21, 1945.  

The fact  that  Reed: so bravely served the 

nat ion in the fight  for  freedom has great ly 

impressed his ' young granddaughter . She 

said she would love to learn more about  his 

role in history. "He had some near misses and 

I  know he got  frostbite on his toes, but  that 's 

about  al l  he has said about  any of i t ," she said. 

"He doesn't  l ike to talk about  the war because 

he said i t  was so sad. When I  go to these 

ceremonies I  get  to know a l i t t le more about  

what  he went  through though."  

Whi le t ravel ing with him to For t  Benning and 

other  dedicat ions in Rhode I sland and 

Pennsylvania, Doubleday has taken those 

opportuni t ies to speak with other  veterans 

and hear their  stor ies. One veteran she 

interviewed in Georgia was a r i fleman dur ing 

WWI I , and he gave her  a gl impse of his 

exper iences.  

"He told me how di fficul t  i t  was to hide in dir t  

pi les and things l ike that  that  he had to do 

dur ing the war. I  learn a l i t t le more each t ime 

from veterans l ike him," she said.  

Each t r ip has also been a weekend fi l led with 

pr ide for  both the veterans and their  famil ies 

when the men and women are saluted for  

their  service.  

"My favor i te par t  is the banquet  on the last  

night  when they hand out  a lot  of awards l ike 
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the Purple Heart . That 's real ly special ," said 

Doubleday.  

Up unt i l  the Oct . 3 dedicat ion in Georgia, she 

said her  grandfather  had been hoping to 

reconnect  with his best  fr iend from his days in 

the Army. This year , she said, the search 

sadly came to an end when they learned his 

comrade had passed away.  

Nat ional reports show that  Amer ica is losing 

members of their  "Greatest  Generat ion," as 

chronicled by journalist  Tom Brokaw, at  the 

rate of 600 per  day. With each and every one 

of them, a piece of history is lost . 

  

Doubleday said she wished Veterans' Day 

would hold a l i t t le more importance to 

ci t izens. Even as a middle school student , she 

has come to recognize how essent ial  i t  is to 

honor and respect  those heroes who are st i l l  

wi th us and to hear their  stor ies.  

"Every year at  school, we have a sl ide show on 

Veterans' Day and i t  makes me tear  up 

because i t  reminds me of al l  my grandfather  

had to go through back then," she said. "I  

want  a l i t t le bi t  more though. I  wish we (our  

class) could go up the st reet  to visi t  some of 

people at  the Veterans' Home. They r isked 

their  l ives for  us and we should honor  them 

al l ." 

Request  From Belgium 

Email  received from: Mathieu Hébet te 

 

I  am Mat thew. I  l ive in Belgium and I  am a 

teacher in the elementary school. Since I  was 

a chi ld, I  have collected i tems related to the 

Second Wor ld War, especial ly i tems related to 

87th Infant ry Division. I  take great  care to 

ensure that  the exploi ts of the men who fought  

here wi l l  never  be forgot ten and that  future 

generat ions wi l l  recognize the sacr i fices they 

made for  our  l iber ty.   

My goal is to open a museum in the Ardennes 

as a t r ibute to the Golden Acorn Division. To 

reach this goal, I  need to col lect  more i tems 

related to this division: photographs (Bat t le of 

the Bulge and other  campaigns), combat 

helmets, uni forms, medals, etc...  I t  would be 

great  i f veterans or  famil ies of veterans could 

provide fur ther  informat ion or  col lectable 87th 

i tems.  

My second request  is about  a soldier  who was 

Ki l led in Act ion. I  have recent ly found the 

helmet  of Clyde E. Fisher  (ASN: 33873332, 
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346th Infant ry Regiment , 3rd Bat tal ion, K 

Company) in Hatr ival , near  Saint -Hubert . I 'm 

looking for  fur ther  informat ion about  him and 

about  the circumstances of his death to wr i te 

an ar t icle about  his history in the GAN.  

Thank you in advance for  your  considerat ion.   

Best  wishes to al l  Veterans and their  family.  

Mathieu Hébet te  

The 87
th

 I nfantry Reunion Tr ip 

to Ft. Benning 

Ross Flint, M -347 

Congratulat ions to the folks who planned and 

conducted the 87th Reunion at  the At lanta 

Airpor t  Marr iot t . 

The fi rst  day, October 2nd was for  regist rat ion 

and get -togethers -- renewing old fr iendships 

and making new ones. 

Thursday at  8 a.m. the thir ty-nine veterans, 

wives, sibl ings and relat ives left  the hotel by 

three charter  buses and several  cars for  the 

journey to Ft . Benning, where many of us 

exper ienced our  basic t raining in 1943. 

What  a change we noted when we entered the 

base! Where was al l  the sand and red clay we 

remembered? Now, the grounds are covered 

by manicured green grass and the walkways 

are paved. Gone too were the wood barracks 

with the pot  bel l ied stoves for  warmth and 

open windows for  air . I nstead the barracks are 

br ick and mortar  with cent ral  heat ing and air  

condit ioning. 

After  an emot ional graduat ion ceremony at  

the parade grounds which we watched from 

the grandstand, we proceeded to the mess hal l  

for  lunch. I  had envisioned maybe S.O.S. or  

spam sandwiches, but  instead we were t reated 

to a great  select ion of ent rees, salads, desserts 

and hot  or  cold dr inks. (I  had the fr ied shr imp, 

my son had the cat fish.) 

I t  was dur ing lunch that  many of the young 

soldiers shook our  hands and thanked us for  

our  service in WWI I —that  was heartwarming 

indeed! 

Then we visi ted the 87th Memor ial  dedicat ion. 

I ncluded here is a picture of the three M347 

men and their  relat ives. 

 

Left  to r ight  standing is my son Rick, Harry’s 

pret ty daughter  Fern, his son Larry, Harry 

Surelneck and John McAul i ffe.  I ’m seated in 

my wheelchair  on the left . 

We then went  to the magnificent  I nfant ry 

Museum. 

Pr ior  commitments in At lanta caused my son 

and I  to miss what  I  understand was a 

sumptuous banquet  at  the Convent ion Center  

to end the reunion. 

Again, kudos to those who put  together  this 

great  reunion! 
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Current M embership Data 

Dues Paid 2011 or  later (Current) Before 2011 (Not Current) 

Veterans 292 135 

Acornet tes 51 36 

Legacy 188 135 

Unknown 5 219 

Honorary 1 0 

Totals 537 525 

The Educational Forums and Our  Veterans 

 
Guy Mi l lard, H -345 

     
Glenn Wilson, C-334    H ank Rosen, H -345  

 



Golden Acorn News – Legacy Edition 

 © 2013 87th Infantry Division Legacy Association – All rights reserved. 31 

         
Jesse Bowman, D-345        Walter  Clarke, 549AAA Wil l iam Burrus, C-347  

     
John McAul i ffe, M-347  Char les Pefinis, G-345  Bi l l  Al len, C-335 FA 

      
  Barney Zmoda, A-346  Tom Burgess, A-345     George Matyas, B-347 
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        George Watson, M-346    Victor  Cross, B-345           J im Ogden, L-346 

1
st
 Lt. Woodrow W. Lennon’s 

POW Exper ience 

By his son, Dennis Lennon 

(This ar ticle is a fol low up to an ar ticle that 

appeared in the GAN-LE Vol . 3 - I ssue 1 about 

1st L t. Woodrow W. Lennon’s exper iences in the 

army up unti l  his capture in December  of 

1944. The information herein was also 

presented at the Legacy Association Reunion in 

Atlanta on October 2, 2013.) 

 

The last  t ime we looked at  the Wor ld War I I  

exper iences of 1st L t . Woodrow Lennon he had 

become an unwi l l ing guest  of the Third Reich. 

I t  was probably in the ear ly morning hours of 

December 17, 1944, that  Companies B and C 

of the 347th had been counterat tacked by a 

German pat rol , which subsequent ly led to 

many deaths and a signi ficant  number of 

POWs. I  remember very clear ly asking my 

father  once in the naiveté  of my youth  how 

he and his men could have let  themselves be 

captured when they had weapons to defend 

themselves. He just  looked at  me and very 

calmly said, “Son, there is not  a lot  you can do 

when you are looking down the barrel  of a 

German Mauser and you are out  of ammo.” He 

told me that  his uni t  had actual ly taken some 

high ground over looking a German vi l lage and 

dug in for  the night , but  had sent  back 

urgent ly for  resupply because in taking this 

hi l l , they had exhausted the ammunit ion that  

they star ted out  with.  

I t  was before night fal l  and they could see 

German t roops and vehicles clear ly moving 

about  the vi l lage before darkness set  in. 

Unfor tunately, the needed ammunit ion never 

came and the next  evening he was in the same 

vi l lage as a Pr isoner of War, si t t ing in the 

cel lar  of one of the houses as the Amer ican 

ar t i l lery shel led the town. I t  was probably the 
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bit ter ly that  there was a lot  of confusion in his 

company, because the CO and many of the 

men had found a goodly amount  of wine in the 

cel lar  of one of the farmhouses nearby and 

were drunk before and dur ing the bat t le. 

At  any rate he ended up in capt ivi ty and was 

quickly taken away from the fight ing and back 

into Germany.  At  fi rst  he went  to Stalag XI I  

A near L imburg, Germany, where he was 

interrogated and issued his POW Tag # 12749 

which he carr ied unt i l  his l iberat ion and thru 

many other  POW Camps. He once said he 

knew i t  was L imburg because of the awful  

smel l  of the L imburger cheese.  

 

Main Gate of Stalag XI IA 

 I  don’t  know the exact  route but  somehow he 

was taken by t rain up through Germany and 

into Poland where he was placed in Oflag 64, 

Schubin, Poland.  This was an officer  POW 

Camp that  had been used for  other  

nat ional i t ies, but  was changed to an al l  officer  

camp after  the Germans began to take al l ied 

officers pr isoner in 1943 dur ing the Afr ica 

Campaign. At  any t ime there were probably 

between 1500 -1700 officers in this camp. I t  

was a pret ty decent  POW camp as a whole, 

but  he probably did not  arr ive there unt i l  mid-

January 1945, and the camp was evacuated by 

the Germans on January 21, 1945, because 

the Russians were within two or  three days of 

overrunning the area. The German guards 

and the Commandant  did not  want  to become 

Russian POWs! 

 

Drawing of Oflag 64 by POW 

 
Color  Pr int  of Oflag 64 

H istory of Oflag 64 

Oflag 64 was a Wor ld War I I  German 

pr isoner-of-war camp for  Amer ican officers 

located at  Schubin, Poland, which at  that  t ime 

was occupied by Nazi Germany. I t  was 

probably the only German POW camp set  up 

exclusively for  U.S. Army officers, al though 

other  camps holding several  nat ional i t ies were 

usual ly divided into separate nat ional 

compounds. The camp was bui l t  around a 

Pol ish boys' school by adding barracks. 

I ni t ial ly i t  was Stalag XXI -B for  Pol ish 

soldiers unt i l  December 1940. Then i t  became 

Oflag XXI -B for  French and Br i t ish officers, 

subsequent ly for  Soviet  officers unt i l  June 

1943. At  that  t ime they were al l  moved out  to 

other  camps, the Commonwealth flying 

personnel to Stalag Luft  3 Sagan, others to 

Oflag XXI -C Ostrzeszów. 
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On 6 June 1943 the camp was re-designated 

Oflag 64. I t  became an Amer ican officers camp 

with the arr ival  of about  150 officers captured 

in the North Afr ica Campaign in Tunisia. I n 

addit ion to the ground force officers, there 

were also a few aviators and enl isted men 

held at  the camp. 

Over the next  year  and a hal f the camp grew 

in size unt i l  on 21 January 1945, the rol l  cal l  

established a total  of 1,471 men. Because of 

German concerns over  approaching Soviet  

t roops, al l  the men capable of walking were 

marched out  toward Germany. The senior  

U.S. officer  was L t . Col. Paul Goode. 

Two days later , on 23 January 1945, the camp 

was l iberated by the Soviet  61st  Army. St i l l  at  

the camp at  that  t ime were approximately 150 

Amer icans, medical  personnel and pat ients, 

and a few men who had hidden in an 

abandoned escape tunnel. An addit ional 200 

men had escaped from the marching column 

and had returned to the camp. 

The group that  marched out  of Schubin 

reached Oflag XI I I -B at  Hammelburg on 10 

March. They marched through snow and 

bi t ter  cold for  almost  2 months, cover ing 

near ly 400 miles. About  400 escaped on the 

way or  dropped out , too weak to march. A 

number were shot . Par t  of the group, 

including L t . Col. Goode, were again marched 

out  from Oflag XI I I -B to Stalag VI I -A, 

Moosburg, where they were final ly l iberated 

by uni ts of the U.S. 14th Armored Division on 

29 Apr i l  (three weeks after  Hammelburg had 

been l iberated by the same unit ). 

Those who had stayed at  Oflag 64 exper ienced 

considerable di fficul t ies. The Soviets who had 

“l iberated” them wanted to hold them hostage 

unt i l  al l  Soviet  POWs in camps behind Al l ied 

l ines were repat r iated. Under the command of 

Col. Freder ick Drury the group final ly reached 

Odessa, Ukraine and were evacuated on a 

New Zealand ship, HMNZS Monowai 

The rest of this narrative is the story of my 

father ’s exper ience as told to a newspaper  

reported for  the Wi lmington, NC Evening Post 

in June of 1945, after  he was back in the US.  

This was a three par t ar ticle publ ished on 

mul tiple days, so i t has been combined i t into a 

single narrative. 

 

General  route of the march 

“Pr ison Life in Germany told by 

Wilmington boy, back in city” 

This is the story of fi rst L ieutenant Woodrow 

W. Lennon who had many har rowing 

exper iences as a German pr isoner  of war. His 

day by day account of the 353 mi le forced 

march, wi th l i ttle or  nothing to eat, is a 

fi rsthand account of this war and a true 

picture of how the Nazis treated thei r  

“luckier”pr isoners.  

Lieutenant  Lennon is a nat ive of Columbus 

county and has had previous army exper ience 

with the Field Ar t i l lery at  For t  Bragg between 

1933 and 1938.  Dur ing this per iod he served 
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a “hi tch” in the Phil ippines and was actual ly 

stat ioned on Corregidor  for  a whi le, so he is 

one who knew from exper ience what  our  boys 

were defending in the Pacific. 

He returned to the states in 1938 and left  the 

Army, taking a posi t ion in the Weather 

Bureau here in 1939.  Natural ly enough in 

February of 1941 he was recal led to the Army 

and went  to OCS at  Camp Davis in 1942, from 

whence he went  to Camp Tyson, Tennessee as 

an inst ructor  in meteorology.  I n 1944 he was 

sent  to I nfant ry School at  For t  Benning, GA, 

and went  overseas with the 87th I nfant ry 

Division to France and Germany. 

He was captured by the Germans on 

December 17th 1944, and unt i l  his recent 

release was a guest  of the Third Reich. Not 

long after  his capture, he was given a loaf of 

black bread, a pound of margar ine and a small 

length of l iverwurst  to last  for  three days, one 

of the days being Chr istmas! On the night  of 

December 25th, he was put  in sol i tary 

confinement  preceding interrogat ion and kept  

there for  four  days and fed only on “grass 

soup” once a day dur ing this t ime. His 

mi l i tary watch and fountain pen were 

confiscated by the Germans immediately and 

he was glad he had no other  personal 

possessions with him for  they would have 

been taken too. 

Once he got  to the camp in Poland, the 

Russians began to push pret ty close to where 

they were held and the Germans decided to 

move them all . What  t ransportat ion there 

was, natural ly did not  fal l  to the lot  of the 

pr isoners and they set  out  on foot  from 

Schubin, Poland on what  proved to be a 45 

day 353 mi le march to Hammelburg, 

Germany. How L ieutenant  Lennon managed 

to keep a dai ly diary of events is probably a 

mi l i tary secret , but  the fact  that  he did so 

provides us with a very i l luminat ing 

descr ipt ion of what  our  pr isoners of war in 

Germany undergo--with the understanding 

that  his was comparat ively “good” though 

probably representat ive of what  the average 

Amer ican soldier  underwent . 

On January 21 with the temperature at  20 

degrees below zero, the column of pr isoners 

walked 22 ki lometers through the town of 

Exin to a barn where they spent  the night  

sleeping on threshed oats. This day they 

received no rat ions whatsoever and the 

avai lable water  was impure. The roads were 

blocked by thousands of evacuees as the 

Russians were coming on fast , but  the 

pr isoners had the r ight  of way and civi l ians 

drew to the sides to let  them through.  Horses 

were dying and babies were crying among the 

conglomerate masses standing in the 14 inch 

deep snow by the roadsides. 

 

January 22 they progressed on for  26 

ki lometers to the town of Echefield near 

Wirsi tz where they again slept  in a barn. 

Rat ions for  that  day consisted of a ¼ pound of 

margar ine, with no bread at  al l , but  some 

fr iendly Poles gave them hot  “ersatz” which is 

the name they cal led a synthet ic coffee. The 

guards were very apprehensive that  day and 

hurr ied them along away from the oncoming 

Russians. Crossing the Bromberg canal they 

not iced that  the br idge was ready for  

demol i t ion at  any t ime. They heard Russian 

ar t i l lery fi re and there was quite an air  of 
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expectancy among the pr isoners hoping to be 

released by the Russians. They did al l  they 

could to slow up the column in hopes the 

Russians would catch up.  

On the 23rd they went  only 7 ki lometers to 

Char lot tenburg, where they found the usual 

barn await ing them. The men had two 

blankets apiece which they had to carry al l  

day long in order  to have any warmth at  al l  

for  the night . The rat ions for  that  day were 

thin peas soup and a sor t  of meal soup and hot  

water , but  the Poles gave them some potatoes 

and apples which helped. On the morning of 

the 23rd they awoke to find al l  the guards 

gone, and the Amer ican Colonel had gone out 

in hopes of contact ing the Russians but  to no 

avai l . I n the afternoon the guards returned 

just  in t ime to take away two pigs the Poles 

had ki l led, and which Lennon helped them to 

dress.  So they were not  able to get  any meat 

after  al l . 

January 24th, after  marching 9 ki lometers, 

they arr ived at  the small  farm vi l lage of 

Lobsens with their  “barn-hotel” in such poor  

condit ion that  the snow came through the roof 

on them as they slept . The Poles gave them a 

l i t t le bread and cheese that  day but  Lennon 

say a German officer  beat ing a l i t t le Pol ish 

boy with one of the Potato masher hand 

grenades for  feeding the pr isoners. They were 

told that  in the future they would get  SS 

t roops to guard them, for  too many were 

escaping. 

On January 25th they reached the town of 

Flatow, 20 ki lometers fur ther  on their  way, 

and stayed in a hayloft  for  the night . They 

were given ¾ loaf of bread and 1/10 pound of 

margar ine for  rat ions.  They had crossed the 

border  of Germany now and found the people 

very glum and natural ly unfr iendly. The SS 

t roops guarding them had a very typical way 

of clear ing out  the barns in the morning by 

spraying them with machine gun bullets. This 

might  cause us to think twice before 

grumbl ing at  the alarm clock in the morning. 

That  day they heard intense ar t i l lery fi re 

behind them and they t raveled down back 

roads in order  to keep the main roads clear . 

On the 26th they stayed in Flatow, even though 

they had been told that  they would move at  2 

o’clock in the afternoon. I nstead they got  a 

welcome day of “rest ”. I n view of this their  

rat ions consisted of one cup of weak soup and 

some water . Colonel Snyder, the German 

officer  in charge, made a formal 

announcement  of the recal l  of the Russian 

Ambassadors from London and Washington 

and t r ied to give the impression that  the 

United States was now an al ly with Germany 

in fight ing the Russians. He did not  fool  the 

Amer icans, however, and when they brought  

in a captured Russian almost  starved to 

death, the Amer ican medical  officers worked 

to save him al though they were not  able to do 

so, as he was too far  gone already. When he 

died, the Germans left  him lying in the snow 

outside for  two days.  

On January 27th, they took up the march again 

and walked 18 ki lometers to Jast row where 

they slept  in a stable. They were fed oatmeal, 

a thin almost  soupy concoct ion, ¼ loaf of bread 

and a l i t t le bar ley soup after  this exhaust ing 

day. Here two boxcars were loaded with some 

of the pr isoners who were too sick to walk 

fur ther . 

The next  day, January 28th, the column moved 

on another  18 ki lometers to Zippnow and 

spent  the night  in a church. They had rat ions 

consist ing of boi led potatoes and hot  water for  

that  day and had plowed through deep dr i fts 

of snow in the bi t ter  cold. Col. Snyder, the 

German officer  in charge was forced to 

abandon his vehicle due to the depth of the 

snow.  They found the town ent irely 

evacuated. 

On the 29th they reached Stalag I I  D near 

Reder ickcdat  which had been evacuated two 
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days before. They had soup f or  breakfast  and 

sauerkraut  for  supper  that  day. 

On the 30th they progressed 14 ki lometers to 

Machl in and slept  in a horse shed, dr inking 

“ersatz” and grass soup for  their  meals. Many 

of the men were completely exhausted and the 

bi t ter  cold increased their  misery.  I t  was very 

late before they stopped to rest . Dad’s note: 

“Quartered very late – very miserable.” 

 

On January 31st they st ruggled on for  14 

ki lometers more, reaching Templeburg and a 

barn for  the night .  They did receive a loaf of 

bread on this day and they met  many columns 

of POWs being t ransferred in al l  direct ions. 

A short  t r ip of 6 ki lometers on February1st  

brought  them to Her ickdorf where they 

received bar ley soup for  breakfast  and potato 

soup for  supper and slept  in a barn. The towns 

along the way were only par t ial ly evacuated. 

Dad’s note: “Toes very numb al l  the t ime” 

They stopped between the towns of 

Falkenburg and Dramburg the next  night  

after  marching 17 ki lometers and slept  in a 

very crowded barn.  Their  rat ions were a l i t t le 

bet ter  here being pea soup, a loaf of bread, 

and 1/10 pound of margar ine. There was much 

German mil i tary t raffic along the roads that  

day and always one vehicle would be pul l ing 

three or  four  others. 

On February 3rd they did not  t ravel  and 

received only one meal of potato soup. They 

heard the rumor that  day that  the Russians 

were only 26 miles from Stet t in. 

A 17 ki lometer  hike took them to Bromburg on 

the 4th of February and the walk was much 

bet ter  as the snow was disappear ing and the 

roads were almost  dry. They slept  on a barn 

again and had “ersatz” and potato soup to eat . 

I t  was Sunday so the Amer icans held a church 

service. 

 

February 5th they walked 19 ki lometers to 

Zeit l i tz and were fed on boi led potatoes and 

cabbage soup. Here 80 of the sick were put on 

boxcars. Their  route previously had ben 

toward Stargard, but  here they changed 

direct ion.  

On February 6th they reached Regenwald.  The 

name of the town means “raining forest ” and 

i t  cer tainly did rain Lennon test i fies. Those 22 

ki lometers was a very wet  walk. They were 

based at  a submar ine school and were fed 

ersatz and the soupy oatmeal. They not iced a 

group of women POWs marching by them 

dur ing the day. 
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February 7th, after  another  19 ki lometers they 

reached Lebbin and another  barn where they 

received ersatz and cabbage.  The towns 

looked rather  normal though there were very 

few men to be seen. 

 

February 8th they walked another  20 

ki lometers to Stuchow all  feel ing terr ibly 

weak from the poor diet . They slept  in a barn 

and had ersatz and boi led potatoes for  

breakfast , and soup and potatoes for  supper . 

They observed an awful ly long column of 

Br i t ish POWs that  day. 

On February 9th they reached Stresow and 

slept  in a hayloft  after  a 17 ki lometer  journey. 

They were given ersatz and potatoes, but  

Lennon was one of the few lucky ones who 

“found” some milk and had three cups. 

February 10th took them another  14 ki lometers 

and they spent  the night  at  the Luftwaffe Air  

Base on the island of Wol l in. This was a real 

Saturday night  celebrat ion, with ersatz tea 

and potatoes and later  potatoes and gravy. 

They were also given a loaf of bread which 

they were told would have to last  9 days as 

they would get  no more – and they didn’t  get  

any more ei ther ! This German Air  Force 

school was ful l  of eager young boys with high 

morale and a fi rm belief in the mot to 

prominent ly displayed, “Who would l ive must  

fight !” 

On February 11th, after  a 14 ki lometer  march 

they reached Neuendorf and the barn where 

they stayed was ext remely crowded that  

night . They received only ersatz and bar ley 

soup for  food. 

 

The next  day, February 12th, they reached 

Swinemunde, 25 ki lometers away. This t ime 

they were quartered at  a German Naval Base 

and received gruel and ersatz as rat ions. 

Lennon was one of the few that  got  a hot  

shower here, but  i t  weakened him so that  he 

could hardly stand up afterward. This day 

marked the passing of the 200 mi le mark in 

their  long march. 

By February 13th they reached Gartz, 8 

ki lometers fur ther , and after  eat ing potatoes 

and gravy took a rai l road ferry to the island of 

Usdom.   

The next  day, they walked 15 ki lometers to 

Stolpe and slept  in a barn, receiving potatoes, 

ersatz, and 1/10 pound of margar ine as 

rat ions. Colonel Snyder made an 

announcement  of a day of rest  for  the next  day 

and to their  surpr ise they actually got  i t . 

Their  food for  this day consisted of boi led 
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potatoes, and 100 more sick pr isoners were 

put  on box cars. 

 

On February 16th they marched for  23 

ki lometers, final ly arr iving at  Anklam and a 

barn. For  rat ions they had ersatz, potatoes, 

cabbage and a package of “Knockbrot ”, a sor t  

of concent rated cracker field rat ion, for  the 

way they crossed the br idge to the mainland. 

 

February 17th was real ly a big day as far as 

the marching went . I n their  weakened 

condit ion they marched 26 ki lometers to 

Gutzkow.  They did get  1/6 loaf of the brown 

sawdust  bread with tea, potatoes and bar ley 

soup that  day. But  Colonel Snyder made the 

best  announcement  of his career  in their  

opinion when he told them there were some 

Red Cross food parcels for  them. They were 

staying in a barn on the estate of a Duchess, 

who had a son in Amer ica as a pr isoner  of 

war. She cal led Ber l in long distance and 

arranged for  them a day of rest . 

The day of rest , February 18th, was also 

marked by the actual receipt  of the Red Cross 

parcels. The pr isoners fel t  this was due to the 

fact  that  their  Amer ican Colonel was to meet  

the Swiss delegat ion short ly and was going to 

give a ful l  account  of the t reatment  they had 

received. The Germans immediately got  a 

t ruck and arranged for  him to pick up one Red 

Cross parcel  per  man from a nearby pr ison 

camp. 

On February 19th they walked on 12 

ki lometers to a barn in Jarmin. They received 

tea and potatoes that  day as rat ions but  al l  of 

them fel t  100 per  cent  st ronger after  receiving 

the Red Cross parcels, so i t  was not  so tough. 

 

On the 20th they went  21 ki lometers to 

Demmin and got  1/6 loaf of bread, some tea 

and soup. Here they met  a Br i t ish Sergeant  

who said there were Red Cross parcels in the 

town and the Colonel immediately doubled the 

column back to locate them. The men were 

mi l l ing around in a confused state at  this 

maneuver, but  they final ly did get  half a 
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parcel  per  man. These were hal f Canadian 

and half Amer ican parcels. The German 

Colonel told them to save their  food as they 

would need i t  when they were put  on rai l road 

cars, but  they were so hungry they ate almost  

al l  of i t  anyway. February 21st proved to be 

another  day of rest  and they got  1/6 loaf of 

bread and soup.  

The next  day, February 22nd, they went 17 

ki lometers on more of the same rat ions and 

reached Neukal in. 

On February 23rd, after  19 more ki lometers 

they reached Nealchin and had now passed 

the 300 mile mark on their  journey.  Rat ions 

consisted of bread, cabbage and potato soup. 

On February 24th they reached Grubenhagen, 

22 ki lometers past  Nealchin and received 

bread, potatoes and turnips as food. They 

passed a lot  of roadblocks for  tanks on this 

day. February 25th brought  them to 

Plaurhagen after  20 ki lometers over  dir t  t rai ls 

and through the woods. On that  day they 

received only potatoes and slept  in barns. 

 

February 26th was a day of rest  and rumors 

were flying everywhere that  there were no 

rai lcars available. This proved to be so, and 

meant  that  on February 27th they marched on 

another  17 ki lometers to Lubz, with only 

turnip soup and potatoes for  sustenance. On 

this day some German General  also inspected 

the column. 

On February 28th they reached the farm 

vi l lage of Siggelkow after  a 12 ki lometer  

march where they received potato soup, ½ loaf 

of bread and ½ Red Cross parcel .Here they 

stayed unt i l  March 5th await ing rai l  

t ransportat ion. 

On March 6th they marched 10 ki lometers to 

Parchim, where they found the box cars, but  

Colonel Goode, the Amer ican POW in charge 

would not  permit  them to enter  unt i l  “US 

POW” was painted on the top of each car . 

They packed into the cars 42 men in each and 

t raveled this way through the 7th, 8th and 9th of 

March, sleeping in shi fts with 2/3 of the men 

lying on the floor  at  a t ime.  They passed 

through Maglaburg and Hal leweiner  enroute 

to their  dest inat ion at  Hammelburg.Though 

they were issued a three day rat ion of meat  i t  

was made into soup and they never actual ly 

saw the meat  i tsel f. On March 10th they were 

set t led into Oflag XI I IB at  Hammelburg and 

nothing event ful  happened for  about  two 

weeks. 

 

Then on March 27th some Amer ican tanks 60 

mi les ahead of the front  l ines, broke down the 

fences and said “take off” to the pr isoners. 
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About  2000 pr isoners began rushing out  and 

caused much confusion but  the Germans 

captured them al l  eventually and even took 

the Amer ican tanks. This was quite a blow. 

 

Main Gate, Hammelburg Stalag XI I IB and C 

On March 28th they were moved to Nurnberg 

to Luft  3 and stayed there four  days, after  

which they walked to Moosburg and actual ly 

gained weight  on their  march. Things were 

pret ty confused and upset  in Germany about  

this t ime and the pr isoners were able to forage 

for  themselves – catching chickens and rabbits 

and l iving off the “fat  of the land”, such as i t  

was.  They came across some Red Cross t rucks 

near Sevitz and got  some more of the l i fe-

saving parcels.  

On Apr i l  20th they arr ived at  Stalag VI IA in 

Moosburg after  walking day and night  in the 

rain, however once they had crossed the 

Danube they merely “fooled along”. After  

remaining in pr ison camp here for  a week, 

final ly on Sunday, Apr i l  29th, at  7:30 am the 

14th Armored Division and the 99th I nfant ry 

at tacked the town and by about  9 am the 

Amer ican flag was flying over  the ci ty and the 

pr isoners were free at  last . 

L t . Lennon was t ransferred by t ruck on May 

9th to an air field and by C-47 to Rheims, 

France. Here he took a hospital  t rain to Camp 

Lucky st r ike near Le Harve and on May 27th 

boarded a L iber ty Ship for  New York where he 

docked on June 9th. 

This account  of L t . Lennon’s though i t  is not  

the most  gruesome to come from this war, and 

though he left  many of the discomfor ts to the 

imaginat ion, is st i l l  a picture of what  

thousands of Amer ican boys have gone 

through and which we should t ry to 

appreciate when we think in terms of the post  

war wor ld. 

 

Final  Dest inat ion, Moosburg, Germany 

 
Stalag VI IA Main Gate Moosburg, Germany 
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Main Gate Stalag VI IA 

 
Squalid Camp condit ions Stalag VI IA 

 
Liberated POWs Stalag VI IA 
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M emor ial Service 

 

    

      Kor ine Headlee, Organizer  

    G-dau of Jack Higgins, A-346 
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Necrology 

Lyle W. Allen , H -345 

John P. Ambrozy, K-345 

M aragaret Brown  

John A. Caponigro, F -346 

Ar thur  C Car lson  

J. Gregory  Cole , B-334FA 

James C Covington, jr ., DI VH Q 

Char les  Daley, Jr .  

John W. Dick, H Q-345 

Ear le R H ar t, A-345 

Ralph  James, L-347 

Thomas G Jessee, 87-QM  

Donald B. Johnston, M -347 

Talley Kelley, D-345 

Lloyd "Dusty" Kempfer , ?-345 

Donald L. M adsen, F -346 

Paul X M oran, F -346 

Clarence E. Nelson, D-312 M ed 

Char les W. Pettit , I -346 

M anuel M . Pr ieto, H &S 312 ENG 

Nello A. Rampi, A-112 

Alice H . Rasmussen, A-912FA 

Stanley G Rosenberg, H Q-312ENG 

Gregory L. Rowe, M -346 

Rober t F. Steward, E-346 

James W. Thornton, E-347 

M elvin N. Vesely, D -347 

Cecil  Whitaker , B345 

Philip M . Whitten,  

Glenn D. Wideman, M ed-912FA 

Sam D. Zaro, 87-SI G 

 

  

Names of the recent ly depar ted are read each year  at  the Memorial 

Service and we do not want to over look anyone.  Thank you. 
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A Tr ibute to Two I nfluential 

Veterans 

By Barbara Strang 

This year the 87th lost  two veterans who had a 

great  influence on my l i fe – Glenn Doman and 

Ear le Hart . I  know many of you knew them 

wel l .  

GLENN DOM AN, K-346 

August 26, 1919 – M ay 18, 2013 

I  fi rst  met  Glenn Doman in 1984 at  The 

Inst i tutes for  the Achievement  of Human 

Potent ial . I  only knew him from a distance but 

his l i felong work had an impact  on my l i fe, as 

wel l  as thousands of others wor ldwide. (I t  

would be fi t t ing that  I  learned of his death in 

an emai l from a family in Malaysia.) I  was 

for tunate to l isten to him lecture numerous 

t imes. He usual ly ment ioned WW2 and the 

Germans who were t rying to ki l l  him. I  did not  

real ize at  the t ime that  they were the same 

Germans who were t rying to ki l l  my father as 

wel l . I  became aware that  Glenn Doman and 

my father  were in the same division at  a 

reunion in 1995. 

(Condensed from 

obituary published 

in The New York 

Times.)  

Glenn Doman, 

founder  of The 

Inst i tutes for  the 

Achievement  of 

Human Potent ial , 

was wor ld-

renowned for  his 

pioneer ing work with brain-injured chi ldren 

and wel l  chi ldren. I n 1940 he graduated from 

the Universi ty of Pennsylvania School of 

Physical  Therapy.  

On the day of the at tack on Pear l  Harbor, 

Doman enlisted and served as 2nd Lt . 

I nfant ry Platoon Leader and as company 

commander of K Company, 346th. He was 

decorated by George VI  with the Br it ish 

Mi l i tary Cross for  outstanding heroism in 

act ion. From the U.S. he received the 

Dist inguished Service Cross for  ext raordinary 

heroism in combat , the Silver  Star  for  

gallant ry against  an armed enemy, and the 

Bronze Star  for  heroism in close combat , and 

he was nominated for  the Congressional 

Medal of Honor.  

 

Ear le Hart , left  – Glenn Doman, r ight  

(Photo taken in 1999) 

Fol lowing his discharge, Doman began 

pioneer ing the field of chi ld brain 

development . I n 1955 he founded The 

Inst i tutes for  the Achievement  of Human 

Potent ial  wi th the goal of successful ly t reat ing 

the brain. I n the ear ly 1960s, the successful  

work with brain-injured chi ldren led to vi tal 

discover ies about  the development  of wel l  

chi ldren. Doman taught  more than twenty-
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five thousand famil ies, and he st rongly 

influenced mi l l ions of famil ies through the 

book "What  To Do About  Your Brain-Injured 

Chi ld."   

EARLE RUSSELL H ART, A-345 

Nov 1, 1925 – Sept 11, 2013 

I  fi rst  met  Ear le at  a VBOB (Veterans of the 

Bat t le of the Bulge) meet ing in 1996. He 

learned I  was compi l ing a book about  the 87th, 

and after  that , made frequent  t r ips to my 

home outside of DC with photos, maps, after -

act ion reports, anything he could do to support  

me in my effor t . He was very much a mentor , 

along with 

my father , 

on teaching 

me about 

WWI I , the 

Army, the 

infant ry, 

and of never  

forget t ing 

the 

ul t imate sacr i fice of so many who lost  their  

l ives fight ing with the 87th. We spent  many 

hours together  at  the Nat ional Archives, 

L ibrary of Congress, and planning the 2000 

Reunion in Washington, DC. 

Ear le Hart  was a Past  Nat ional Commander 

of the 87th I nfant ry Division Associat ion. He 

died September 11, 2013, after  a long bat t le 

with heart  disease. He also served as histor ian 

for  the 87th for  many years and was one of 

several  GI 's to test i fy in front  of Congress to 

promote the bui lding of the WWI I  Memor ial 

bui l t  in Washington D.C. Ear le was an ardent  

supporter  of the 87th  Sons and Daughters, 

which would go on to become the 87th Infant ry 

Division Legacy Associat ion.  

I n 1999 he wrote about  his combat  exper ience- 

I  had trained and fought wi th the same r i fle 

platoon – var iously as PFC r i fleman, BAR man, 

messenger/ radioman, 1st scout, Squad Leader , 

Platoon Sergeant, and on occasion as Platoon 

Leader  (no officer ). I  was made Squad Leader  and 

later  Platoon Sergeant after  most of my immediate 

non-coms were ki l led – Squad Leader, Platoon 

Guide (Assistant Platoon Sgt.), and Platoon 

Sergeant. Seldom had a Platoon Leader – or iginal  

officer  was wounded fi rst day in combat, 

replacement officer  was wounded just after  ar r ival . 

I  was one of three or iginal  platoon members (out of 

42) who went through al l  5 months of combat – 

never  away from uni t – “walked out.” Dur ing my 

combat, I  exper ienced innumerable near -misses – 

such as a shrapnel  shel l  fragment pierced my steel  

helmet, and the l iner, but stopped just shor t of my 

head – sti l l  have the helmet and l iner. Also, I  was 

knocked unconscious (temporar i ly) by a” fr iendly” 

whi te phosphorous ar ti l lery “marking” round. I t 

landed (accurately) a few yards away, but 

for tunately in the very deep snow of the L ’Ourthe 

River  val ley – where I  was out front as 1st scout – 

just below the German machine-gun posi tion 

dur ing the 9 Jan 1945 attack on Pi ronpre. 

 

2003 Reunion, Members of A-345 - Left  to Right : 

Ear le Har t , Tom Burgess, Eldon Gracey 
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Miraculously, through i t al l , I  only received minor 

wounds/ scratches – I  never  went back to the rear 

(thanks, I ’m cer tain, to my parents’ fervent prayers) 

– there but for  the grace of God! The demands of 

surviving and functioning under  the horrors of 

prolonged infantry combat caused a kid, hardly 19 

years old, to become old before his time. 

Earle spent  his chi ldhood years in Aldan, Pa., 

graduat ing from Lansdowne High School. He was 

only 18 years old when he was drafted into WW I I . 

After  the war , Ear le earned a degree in mechanical  

engineering at Swarthmore Col lege. In 1957, he 

founded Harowe Servo Controls, which 

manufactured guidance mechanisms used in 

commercial  and pr ivate aircraft  and bal l ist ic 

missi les. He is survived by his wife, Holly McCord 

Har t , 4 daughters, 12 grandchi ldren, and 3 great -

grandchi ldren. A pr ivate family bur ial  was held at 

Phi ladelphia Memor ial  Park with mil i tary honors.  

I t  was noted in his obituary that  he believed that the 

soldiers who should never  be forgot ten were “the 

guys who didn't  make i t  back." I n this issue we wi l l  

begin to publ ish the stor ies of those who never  l ived 

to tel l  their  story. 

We Remember . . .  Those who made the Ultimate Sacr ifice 

Killed in Action: 1154 Died of Wounds: 141 

(We wi l l  cont inue to publ ish informat ion in each newslet ter  on those who were Ki l led in Act ion 

with the 87th I nfant ry Division. I f you have any photos of these men and/or  would l ike to honor 

their  memory by shar ing their  story with us, please send to  or  mail  to 

Barbara St rang, 1338 E. Dartmouth St ., Mesa, AZ  85203.) 
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William Wesley Wilkerson I I I  – A-345 

Killed in Action - January 12, 1945  

(Informat ion obtained from The Vanderbi l t  Bi l l  Wilkerson Center  Website) 

The Bi l l  Wilkerson Center  is named for  the son of the founder, Dr . Wesley Wilkerson. Bi l l  

Wi lkerson was ki l led in the Bat t le of the Bulge at  the age of 19.  

Who was the person behind the name of 

the Bi l l  Wilkerson Center? The only son 

of the Center 's founder, Wesley 

Wilkerson, Bi l l  Wilkerson was a young 

scholar  and soldier  who died long before 

the Center  became a real i ty. Bi l l  

Wi lkerson was popular , intel lectual ly 

cur ious and kind. Al though he planned to 

become a doctor  l ike his father , he was 

also very interested in history and 

archeology. Bil l  knew the locat ion of Civi l  

War t rench l ines around Nashvi l le as 

wel l as where Nat ive Amer ican t r ibes 

l ived and t raveled. When he was a 

teenager, he spent  much of his free t ime 

on horseback, r iding through the 

hi l ls south of Nashvil le, col lect ing minie 

balls and arrowheads. For  Chr istmas 

when Bi l l  was 16, his parents gave him a 

folding shovel to carry on his horse to dig 

for  rel ics. His father  used that  shovel 

when ground was broken on the 19th 

Avenue bui lding in May 1956. Fi fty years 

later , Bi l l ’s sisters dug that  same spade 

into a pi le of sand to commemorate the 

current  faci l i ty in Medical  Center  East . 

I n 1943, when he was 17, Bil l  volunteered 

for  the Civi l  Air  Pat rol . He graduated 

from Hi l lsboro High, then took classes at  Vanderbi l t . That  summer, he enl isted in the Army, 

returning home for  the last  t ime after  basic t raining in North Carol ina before being sent  to 

England in the fal l  of 1944. I n January 1945 the dreaded telegram “missing in act ion, and 

presumed dead” arr ived at  the Wilkerson home. The family would later  learn that  Bi l l  had 

volunteered to be a forward observer  in the largest  ground batt le of Wor ld War I I , the Bat t le of 

the Bulge, in which Amer ican and Br i t ish t roops halted Hit ler ’s last  at tempt  to turn t he war in 
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his favor . Bi l l  was one of more than 19,000 young Amer ican men to die between Dec. 16, 1944 

and Jan. 28, 1945. 

When final ly the center  for  hear ing and speech sciences that  Wesley Wilkerson had worked for  

since the 1930s became a reali ty, the board asked Dr. Wilkerson to excuse them on a cer tain 

mat ter  of business. With him out  of the room, they voted unanimously to name the center  after  

Bi l l . 

The Bi l l  Wilkerson Center  has symbol ical ly given this young man who never had a chance to 

make his mark as an adult  the opportuni ty to help tens of thousands of people over  the last  60 

years. 

 

Vanderbi l t  Bi l l  Wi lkerson Center  

Nashvil le, TN 

H istory 

I n the ear ly 20th century, Dr . Wesley Wilkerson pract iced medicine as an eye, ear , nose and 

throat  doctor  in Nashvi l le. He was most  concerned for  his pediat r ic pat ients with hear ing loss 

and was frust rated with the lack of intervent ion services for  deaf and hard-of-hear ing chi ldren, 

who were expected to l ive at  home or  in an inst i tut ion and have very l i t t le independence as 

adults. Dr . Wilkerson marr ied Fawn Parent  Wilkerson and had three chi ldren: Bi l l , Nancy Fawn 

and Jane. I n January of 1945, Bil l  was ki l led in Wor ld War I I  dur ing the Bat t le of the Bulge 

when he volunteered for  dangerous duty as a forward observer . 
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I n the 1940s, Dr. Wilkerson at tended several  conferences where he heard Mrs. Spencer Tracey 

speak about  her  son, a profoundly deaf chi ld who had learned to speak thanks to ear ly intensive 

intervent ion. He became determined to create a place where any chi ld with hear ing loss could 

come to learn to speak and communicate in order  to have a much bet ter  chance at  educat ion, 

employment  and a normal l i fe. I n 1949, Dr. Wilkerson organized a board of directors and 

chartered the Tennessee Hear ing and Speech Foundat ion. Two years later , in 1951, the 

Foundat ion opened a cl inic, hir ing audiologist  Dr . Freeman McConnel l  as i ts fi rst  director . I n a 

secret  meet ing, the board of directors voted to name the Nashvi l le cl inic after  Dr. Wilkerson’s 

son, Bi l l , as a memor ial and a t r ibute to the Wilkerson family. Dr . Wilkerson also worked with 

Vanderbi l t  Universi ty to star t  a t raining program for  hear ing and speech professionals and a 

research program. Dur ing the next  few decades, the Center  created a permanent , state-of-the-ar t  

faci l i ty, expanded the scope of i ts mission to t reat  very young children with hear ing loss, star ted 

a brain-injury rehabi l i tat ion program, and expanded i ts research and t raining programs. 

I n 1985 Vanderbil t  Universi ty Medical  Center  recrui ted Dr. Robert  Ossoff from Northwestern 

Medical  School to move to Nashvi l le and build a wor ld-class otolaryngology program in 

t reatment , resident  educat ion and research. Dur ing his tenure, Ossoff created a Voice Center  

that  ranks among the finest  in the nat ion, and he gr ew the Department  of Otolaryngology into 

an academic and research powerhouse. 

I n 1997, the Bil l  Wi lkerson Center  merged with Vanderbi l t  Universi ty Medical  Center. 

Par tnered with the now nat ionally-ranked Vanderbi l t  Department  of Otolaryngology, the 

combined departments are known as the Vanderbi l t  Bi l l  Wilkerson Center  for  Otolaryngology 

and Communicat ion Sciences. 

The Vanderbi l t  Bi l l  Wi lkerson Center  serves people with diseases of the ear , nose, throat , head 

and neck as wel l  as hear ing, speech, language and related disorders. As a par t  of one of the 

nat ion’s leading academic health systems, the Center  restores health and the abi l i ty to 

communicate to thousands of people every year through pat ient  care, professional educat ion and 

cl inical  research. The Center  is housed in a state-of-the-ar t  bui lding on the Vanderbi l t  campus 

that  encourages col laborat ion and team-based care in al l  i ts special t ies. I t  is internat ionally 

known for  i ts graduate programs in Hear ing and Speech sciences, being ranked #1 in the 2013 

U.S. News and Wor ld Report  rankings.  

From Bill Wilkerson's personal diary, Sunday, M arch 7, 1943 

Today I  learned the ABC's of war: Some men don't  come back. After  thinking i t  over  i t  doesn't  

scare you, but  i t  makes you bi t ter . I 'm not  afraid of dying, but  you don't  want  to just  be one of 

thousands who die. You want  to have honor even in death. 

When I  was young, I  hoped we would have a war so I  could watch the men march by, or  bet ter 

st i l l  march with them. I  would t rade al l  the uni formed men, al l  the power in the wor ld, for  an 

acre of ground, a house and a wife, and kind neighbors. 

Oh!  Peace has never been appreciated enough. 

http://grad-schools.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-graduate-schools/top-health-schools/department-of-hearing-and-speech-sciences-221999
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Stanford Lee Arnold – E-345 

Killed in Action - February 8, 1945 

By Rober t D. Epperson  

Stanford Lee Arnold was born on 4 Aug 

1923 in Nochaway, Randolph County, 

Georgia, where he completed his educat ion 

graduat ing from Shel lman High School. 

Stanford was the son of Wil l iam I . and 

Emmie E. (Hall iday) Arnold. His father  

served as a County Commissioner from 

1935 to 1953, and was inst rumental  in 

bui lding schools, hospitals and rural 

elect r ical  ut i l i t ies. Stanford, a tal l , slender 

man, 6 ft  tal l  weighing 140 lbs enlisted in 

the Army on 12 Feb 1943 at  For t  

McPherson, At lanta, Georgia. He was 

assigned to Co E, 345th Infant ry, 87th 

Division, the Golden Acorn Division, which 

was sent  to Europe as par t  of L t  Gen 

George Pat ton's 3rd Army. He received his 

t raining at  Camp McCain, MS, and Ft  

Jackson, SC, and was promoted to Staff 

Sergeant . Whi le at  Ft  Jackson, Staff 

Sergeant  Arnold earned the Expert  

I nfant ryman Badge.  

I n Europe, now Technical  Sergeant  Arnold 

and Company E became embroiled in the 

hot ly contested Saar Val ley and afterward 

entered the Bat t le of the Bulge in late December 1944 in the Ardennes region. Dur ing that  t ime 

Arnold received a bat t lefield commission to 2nd L t . 

On 4 Feb 1945, L t  Arnold wrote home: 

"The weather  is about the same, the snow is three feet but usual ly freezes over  at night which 

makes for  tough walking whenever you are moving around. Of course everybody is wet and damp 

but we are al l  getting by okay so far…. I  am in a smal l  room now wi th five other  fel lows &  I  am 

having qui te a time trying to concentrate on something to wr i te. By the way I  am now somewhere 

in Germany nothing di fferent from the countr ies that I  have been except for  the name…. I  am sti l l  

looking for  your  package &  also a cake that Lois sent me but haven't seen them yet. I  only hope 

they didn't get sunk coming over…. Wel l  give my love to al l  &  may God guide &  bless us al l ."  

http://www.87thinfantrydivision.com/History/345th/Bios/Epperson,Robert.html
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Four days later , on 8 Feb 

1945, L t  Arnold and his men 

would at tack the smal l  town 

of Olzheim, Germany, just  4 

mi les from the Belgian 

border . The importance of 

Olzheim was the telephone 

cable l inking the German 

high command with the 

western front , which ran 

through the center  of the 

town. Without  telephone 

connect ions, the Germans 

would be forced to use radio 

communicat ions, al l  of which 

t raffic the US could readi ly 

decode.  

As Jim Hennessey 

remembered i t , "The night  

before the at tack, L t  Arnold 

br iefed us in a log bunker. Next  day we had to run at  intervals across an open field to avoid 

machine gun fi re down a road towards [the town] and the hi l ls over looking Olzheim. A few 

Germans were lying dead on the road. As we were descending the hi l l , German shel ls began 

fal l ing amongst  us. [The men] scat tered and later  al l  ended up in the house. I  saw an opening in 

the woods and ran and jumped a barb wire fence for  cover. With a lul l  in the shel l ing I  ran to the 

farmhouse." The group in the farmhouse consisted of Jim Hennessey, J J Moore, Ryan O'Shields, 

Sgt  Jim Howe and L t  Arnold. 

From the ci tat ion for  L t  Arnold's posthumously awarded Si lver  Star , 

"L t Arnold set up a telephone in a bui lding near Olzheim, Germany, and real izing the immediate 

necessi ty of fi l l ing the posi tion when the ar ti l lery observer  was delayed, took over  and telephoned 

vi tal  information to fr iendly ar ti l lery. Enemy tanks moved up and fi red at point blank range at 

the bui lding and enemy ar ti l lery was di rected against i t. Wi th great courage and devotion, L t 

Arnold ordered his men to the comparative safety of the cel lar  whi le he remained at his post and 

continued to transmit information unti l  he was ki l led by a di rect hi t."  

Jim Hennessey remembers that  he, J J Moore, and Ryan O'Shields were told "to seek shelter  in 

the cel lar  of the house. Sgt  Jim Howe stood on the fi rst  floor  wi th L t  Arnold. They then took a 

heavy shell ing. Soon we heard an explosion coming from upstairs. As we t r ied to go there, Sgt 

Howe told us i t  was no use. L t  Arnold was dead…. [He had been] ki l led instant ly by a shel l  that  

pierced the wal ls of the house."  

Lane Barton of Vancouver, Washington, was an enl isted man who served with Company G 

[345th] dur ing i ts at tack on Olzheim. Barton later  descr ibed the ext reme accuracy of the ar t i l lery 

 
Olzheim, Germany, looking west  along the l ine of approach to 

hi l ls where German ar t i l lery was posi t ioned. 

http://www.87thinfantrydivision.com/History/345th/Personal/000031/Olzheim-Germany.jpg
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support  provided for  his bat tal ion that  day, after  his squad had dug into the side of a steep hi l l  

over looking the val ley. From their  vantage point , they spot ted a column of German tanks 

speeding along a road far  below. The forward observer  gave his fi rst  order  for  fi re and a short  

whi le later  the rounds went  rust l ing by overhead. Barton recal led: "The FO's ini t ial  fi re order  

put  his ranging fi re close to the middle of the column. He called; 'Fire for  effect ,' and three salvos 

of three rounds each burst  in the middle of the tanks. One tank was hi t  direct ly. We could not  

bel ieve our  eyes. The FO acted as i f the barrage was nothing out  of the ordinary." 1  I t  is very 

l ikely that  Bar ton was descr ibing the results of L t  Arnold's last  effor ts. 

Jay Compton, L ieutenant  USN, grandson of Henry J Compton who succeeded Stanford Arnold as 

2nd Lt  in Company E, wrote in 2005, that  Hank Compton and Stanford Arnold became close 

fr iends soon after  they were assigned to Company E. When Hank returned home after  being 

wounded, he took a t rain to Benevolence, Georgia, to see Stanford Arnold's parents. He promised 

them that  he would name his fi rst  born son after  Stanford. Jay Compton's father , Stanford M arc 

Compton is that  son. Jay is now fol lowing the mi l i tary t radi t ion set  by his grandfather  and 

Stanford Arnold, as an officer  in the US Navy. 

That  t radi t ion however, did not  star t  in Wor ld War I I . Stanford Arnold was named after  his 

great -grandfather  Capt  Thomas Quincy Stanford, Company G, 39th Alabama Infant ry, CSA 2, 

who was ki l led leading his company in a simi lar  at tack against  an ar t i l lery emplacement  at  the 

bat t le of Murfreesboro or  Stones River  on 31 Dec 1862. Quincy Stanford's grandfather , Rev 

Samuel  Stanford, was wounded at  the bat t le of Eutaw Spr ings on 8 Sep 1781 dur ing the 

Revolut ionary War. I t  is this t radi t ion of service and sacr i fice that  makes the Spir i t  of Amer ica 

and keeps i t  safe. 

The t radi t ion of Amer ican mi l i tary service begun by Rev Samuel Stanford in 1780-1781 is 

current ly being cont inued by his 5th great  grandchi ldren and their  spouses: Maj David C 

Epperson, USAF, and his wife Maj L isa Epperson, USAF; Capt  Adam Walker , USAF; and 

Adam's brother -in-law, Capt  Lee Stanford, USAF. 

                                                      
1 Lane W Bar ton, Jr  to John R Walker , re: Olzheim and FOS. Email  message, Feb 23, 2000; taken from Bracket ing 

the Enemy: Forward Observers and Combined Arms Effect iveness Dur ing the Second Wor ld War, PhD Disser tat ion 

by John R Walker , Aug 2009. Jim Hennessy remembers that  the effor t  to establish observat ion posts star ted just  

before midday, which is consistent  with the observat ion post  establ ished and direct ing ar t i l lery by 2:00 pm. Lt  

Arnold's fi re direct ion pr ior  to the arr ival of the forward observer  would have directed the ar t i l lery against  the tanks 

which being sent  to dr ive him and his men away. These tanks could be those seen by Lane Bar ton. 

2 Confederate States Army, the army of the Confederate States of Amer ica dur ing the Amer ican Civi l  War . 



Golden Acorn News – Legacy Edition 

54 © 2013 87th Infantry Division Legacy Association – All rights reserved.  

Curtis F. Shoup – I -346 

Killed in Action – January 7, 1945 

By Lt. Rober t J. Watson 

The Life of a M an Who H ated War  

I  knew this man - Curt is Shoup - very wel l . 

We l ived near one another  and graduated 

together  from Oswego, New York High 

School, our  bir thdays and ages were only 

three months apart .  

Curt is was a quiet , unassuming person, his 

boyish looks reflect ing his age. He was an 

excel lent  student  and whi le he did not  

par t icipate much in spor ts, he was st rong 

and graded wel l in st rength tests. Curt is 

Shoup's father  was a Bapt ist  minister  and 

the son hoped some day to emulate his 

father . 

After  our  graduat ion in 1940, our  paths spl i t  

for  several  years. So i t  must  have been fate 

that  brought us together  again in August  

1944 at  For t  Jackson, South Carol ina. That  

month he was assigned to my unit , Company 

I , 346th Regiment . 

We had many memories to share and warmly 

renewed our  acquaintance. Al though he 

hated war, Curt is proved to be a fine soldier . 

He was t rained as a Browning Automat ic Rifleman, carrying and fi r ing the weapon both in 

t raining and in combat . His proficiency and dedicat ion brought  him promot ions to staff sergeant  

and he became an assistant  squad leader. Al though war was not  to his l iking, he real ized that  

someday he might  have to ki l l  or  be ki l led. 

On 7 January 1945 seven days before his 24th bir thday, the temperature in Belgium dived to 

near zero. I n fact  for  five days before 7 January, the temperature and visibi l i ty consistent ly 

stayed around zero. I n this si tuat ion, we Amer icans were at  a terr ible disadvantage. That 's 

because the Germans had selected their  area of concentrat ion and did not  need much addit ional 

observat ion. Day after  day, they rained down tank and machine-gun fi re from the east -end of the 

vi l lage steadi ly deplet ing our  forces and keeping us pinned down. 

Unable to dig in, the heat  of our  prone bodies melted the snow, penetrat ing our  clothing and 

actual ly freezing us in place. Our weapons operated errat ical ly, whi le German snipers picked off 
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anybody who raised his head. Under these condit ions, our  advance was painful ly slow, exact ing 

an exorbi tant  cost  in blood. 

On the four th day of being pinned down i n the snow and bi t ter  cold, Company I  was achieving a 

smal l  advance when i t  encountered wither ing fi re from two German machine guns and some 

mortars. Curt is Shoup was able to spot  one of the machine guns but  because of the terrain, was 

unable to draw a bead on i t  wi th his BAR. 

He t r ied to run to a more advantageous posi t ion but  ran into a hai l  of machine-gun fire. Then, to 

the amazement of al l  of us, he stood up st raight  and fi red from the hip at  one machine gun. Hit  

again, he somehow managed to crawl toward the machine gun and drop a grenade, dest roying 

the nest . Al though mortal ly wounded, he was actually at tempt ing to dest roy the second machine 

gun when a sniper  took his l i fe. 

Those who saw i t  al l  wi l l  never  forget  this incredible, unselfish act . I nspired by his sacr i fice, our  

company fought  house to house under  ext remely heavy fi re and final ly captured Ti l let . Our five-

day siege had star ted with ninety enl isted men and five officers. At  the end, we had thir ty -five 

enl isted men and one officer , myself. 

Why does one person sacr i fice his l i fe to save others? That quest ion has preyed on my mind for 

over  hal f a century. We wi l l  never  have answers and we cer tainly wil l  never  know how many 

fatal i t ies would have been caused i f Staff Sergeant  Curt is Shoup had never r isen up and 

sacr i ficed his l i fe. 

Other  courageous Amer icans played key roles in overcoming the tenacious enemy in this bat t le. 

They included but were not  l imited to 1st  L t . Glen Doman, a fine officer  from K Company, who 

won the Dist inguished Service Cross for  except ional bravery in the bat t le. L t . Bi l l  O'Donnel l, 

now a Monsignor of the Cathol ic Church, who jumped on a disabled German tank and directed 

fi re at  the enemy, winning the nat ion's third highest  award, the Si lver  Star . Erasmus Pistone of 

the Third Bat tal ion medical  detachment , who was posthumously awarded the Si lver  Star  for  

administer ing fi rst  aid under fi re. 

Curt is Shoup was the only member of the 87th Infant ry Division to have received the United 

State's highest  mil i tary award as Amer ican t roops fought  to l i ft  the yoke of Nazi tyranny. 

Curt is, I  know that  God has already blessed you. 

M edal of H onor  Citation:  

The President  of the United States of Amer ica, in the name of Congress, takes pr ide in 

present ing the Medal of Honor (Posthumously) to Staff Sergeant  Curt is F. Shoup, United States 

Army, for  conspicuous gal lant ry and int repidi ty in act ion above and beyond the cal l  of duty whi le 

serving with Company I , 346th I nfant ry Regiment , 87th Infant ry Division. 

On 7 January 1945, near Ti l let , Belgium, Staff Sergeant  Shoup's company at tacked German 

t roops on r ising ground. I ntense host i le machine gun fi re pinned down and threatened to 
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annihi late the Amer ican unit  in an exposed posi t ion where frozen ground made i t  impossible to 

dig in for  protect ion. Heavy mortar  and ar t i l lery fi re from enemy bat ter ies was added to the 

storm of dest ruct ion fal l ing on the Amer icans. 

Real izing that  the machine gun must  be si lenced at  al l  costs, Staff Sergeant  Shoup, armed with 

an automat ic r i fle, crawled to within 75 yards of the enemy emplacement . He found that  his fi re 

was ineffect ive from this posi t ion, and completely disregarding his own safety, stood up and 

gr imly st rode ahead into the murderous st ream of bul lets, fi r ing his low-held weapon as he went . 

He was hi t  several  t imes and final ly was knocked to the ground. But  he st ruggled to his feet  and 

staggered forward unt i l  close enough to hur l  a grenade, wiping out  the enemy machine gun nest  

with his dying act ion. By his heroism, fear less determinat ion, and supreme sacr i f ice, Staff 

Sergeant  Shoup el iminated a host i le weapon which threatened to dest roy his company and 

turned a desperate si tuat ion into victory. G.O. No.: 60, July 25, 1945. 

Curt is Shoup was born 11 January 1921 in Napanoch, N ew York. He was a graduate of Oswego 

High School in Oswego, New York. He entered service at  Buffalo, New York. He is bur ied in 

North Scr iba Union Cemetery in Scr iba, New York.  

The USNS Sgt. Cur tis F. Shoup (T-AG-175) 

USNS Sgt. Curtis F. Shoup (T-AG-

175) was a C1-M-AV1 coastal freighter  

bui l t  as Spindle Eye and acquired by the 

U.S. Army intended to be a "news 

t ransmission ship" for  the invasion of 

Japan.  

The ship was renamed November 1947 by 

the Army, after  conversion to an Army 

passenger-cargo vessel, Sgt. Curtis F. 

Shoup in honor  of Sergeant  Curt is F. 

Shoup who had been awarded the Medal  

of Honor.  

After  layup the U.S. Navy acquired the 

ship as an Alamosa-class cargo ship and 

placed the ship in service as the USNS 

Sgt. Cur tis F. Shoup. The ship was 

responsible for  a number of tasks, 

including helicopter  del ivery, surveying, 

and oceanographic service.  

The Sgt. Cur t i s F. Shoup was st r uck  

fr om t he Navy l i st  on 28 Apr i l  1970 

and sold in 1973. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oswego,_New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scriba,_New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USNS_Sgt._Curtis_F._Shoup_(T-AG-175)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Type_C1_ship#C1-M
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curtis_F._Shoup
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curtis_F._Shoup
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alamosa-class_cargo_ship&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cargo_ship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helicopter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oceanographic
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From the Editor  

M ark I . Roth 

On behalf of al l  the members of the 87th 

I nfant ry Division Legacy Associat ion and al l  

those who read and enjoy this publ icat ion, I  

would l ike to thank those people who gave of 

themselves to cont r ibute the content  for  al l  of 

you to enjoy.  Special  thanks to Barbara 

St rang (daughter  of Ted Anderson, B-912FA), 

who did al l  the heavy l i ft ing for  this issue and 

Amy Wilken, daughter-in-law of Harold L . 

Wilken, I -346, for  our  fabulous new covers. 

Without  their  cont r ibut ions there would be no 

publ icat ion for  you to read.   

I n order  for  us to publ ish with any regular i ty, 

we need the veterans and their  famil ies to 

share their  stor ies with us.  You can send your 

story ei ther  in hard copy or  elect ronical ly.  

Send hard copy stor ies to GAN, C/O Mark 

Roth, 8611 Cypress Spr ings Road, Lake 

Worth, FL 33467.  I f you send a hardcopy 

story, please include your phone number so we 

might  get  answers to any quest ions that  

might  ar ise whi le we convert  your  story to an 

elect ronic form.   

To send your story to us elect ronical ly, you 

can mai l  a CD or  a disket te to us at  the 

address for  hard copy stor ies or  emai l  your  

story to    

The GAN-LE is pr imar i ly publ ished in an 

elect ronical ly, in l iving color .  The elect ronic 

version of the GAN is easi ly pr inted on let ter  

size paper from any computer  with a pr inter .  

I t  can also be viewed on vir tual ly any 

computer  

To insure that  you receive your GAN-LE, 

make sure that  our Assistant  Secretary for  

Membership has your cur rent  emai l  address 

at  al l  t imes.  I f you do not  have an email 

address of your  own, contact  a family member 

or  fr iend who does and arrange to have your  

GAN-LE emailed to their  address so that  they 

can pr int  a copy and give i t  to you.   

There is also the opt ion to receive a hard copy 

of the GAN by paying the cost  of product ion 

and mai l ing (see the membership form).  This 

is a volunteer  effor t  and the hard copy version 

arr ives somet ime after  the emai led version. 

Al though this edi t ion of the GAN-LE is 

produced under copyr ight , you are expressly 

permit ted to pr int  copies of this publ icat ion or  

por t ions thereof solely for  your  use or  use of 

your  fr iends and family.  You may not  

reproduce any of the mater ial  herein for  

republ icat ion or  commercial  uses without  

express permission. 

We sincerely hope that  you enjoy this 

publ icat ion.  Let  us know how we can make i t  

more enjoyable for  you. 
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87th I nfantry Division Legacy 

Association 

Executive Committee (2013-2014) 

President: 

Dennis McCarthy (nephew of George Watson, M-346) 

 

 

  

1st Vice-President: 

Dennis Lennon (son of Woodrow Lennon, B-347 

 

 

  

2nd Vice-President and Secretary: 

Kor ine Headlee (granddaughter  of Jack Higgins, A-346 

 

 

  

Treasurer : 

Vince Kranz (son of Rober t  Karmade, H-347) 

 

 

  

Assistant Secretary for  M embership 

Tim Muilenburg (son of I van R. Muilenburg, C-549) 

 

 

  

Assistant Treasurer  for  Operations 

Thomas R. Hewlet t , Jr . (son of Thomas Hewlet t , I -347) 

 

 

  

Reunion Chair  

Karen Li l ley (daughter  of Rober t  Purple, A-346) 

 

 

  

Editor  Golden Acorn News – Legacy Edition: 

Mark I . Roth (son of Joseph N. Roth, 87-RCN) 

 

 

  

Ass’t. Editor  Golden Acorn News – Legacy Edit ion 

Barbara Strang (daughter  of Ted Anderson, B-912FA) 

 

 

  

Webmaster : 

Preston Durrer  (son of Whitelaw H. Durrer , D-345) 

  

 

 

H istor ian: 

Jim Ogden, I I I  (son of James Ogden, L-346) 

 

 

                                  

Quar ter master  

Tina Sholly (daughter  of Mahlon Krum, B-345) 

 

 

  

Veteran Advisors 

John McAuli ffe  

Bob Purple  

Tom Burgess  

Past Presidents 

Tim Higgins (son of John Higgins, A-346) 

Thomas R. Hewlet t , Jr . (son of Thomas R. Hewlet t , I -

347) 

Ronald Krum (son of Mahlon Y. Krum, B-346) 

Craig L. St iegemeier  (son of Bi l ly St iegemeier , H -347) 

Jim Oaks (son of Prent iss Oaks, HQ3-345) 

There are open posit ions on our  Execut ive Commit tee.  

Right  now, we desperately need a reunion co-chair  to 

work with Karen L i l ley.  For  this year  (2014), the 

posit ion would pr imar i ly be a learning exper ience with 

a larger  role in organizing the next  reunion.  I f you 

have any interest  in working with us for  the 

Associat ion, please cal l  Dennis McCarthy. 
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