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SOLDI_]RS OF THE THIRD A.:.'{1ff, PAST AND PRESENT 

During the 281 days of incessant and victorious combat, your penetrations ' 
have advanced farther in less time than any other army in history. You have 
fc;)Ught your way across 24 major rivers and innumerable lesser streams. You , 
have liberated or conc_:uered more than 82;000 SfJuare miles of territ~ry, includ:.'.. 
ing i500 ctties a11d towns, and sotT"~ 12,000 in~~oitec:l. place,s. Prior to the ' 
termination of active hostilities, you had ca.,;:Lured in battle 956,000 enel}IY. 
soldiers and killed or wounded at least 500~(\~1 others. France, oelgium, 
Luxembourg, Germany, Austria, anci qzechoslovak:i a bear witness to your exploits. 

All ,men and 'Nomen of the six cor1Js .and thirty-nine divisions that have at 
different times been n:em'oers of. this .4rni,y have done their duty.· Each deserve~ 
credit. The enduring : valor o.f t}fe COH<bat troops has oeen paralleled and made : ·: 
possible oy tha often unpublicizeo activities of the supply, adffiinistrat~ve, anq , . 
medical services of this Army and of the Corr.1mnic.:itions Zone troops supporting .it~· ~ 
Nor should we forget our conu·ades of the' other armies and of the :Air Force', pat!.i:f:·f. 
ticulariy of - the XIX Tactical Air Corru:1.and, by ·nhose s~cie cir under whose wings '' we 1 ·;. ·,~ 
bav1 had the honor to fight. •,.r· 

In proudly conteinplating our achievements, let us never forget .our heroic -
dead whose graves mark the c,·mrse of our vie torious advances, nor our wqu'nded I 
whose sacrifices aided so much to our success. 

I should be both ungrateful and wanting i,n candor if I failed to acknowledge 
the debt ' we owe to our Chiefs of Staff, Generals G-affey and Gay, and to~ ' the offi­
cers ,and men of the General and Special Staff Sections of Army Headquarters.· 

, Wit}1ou,t their. loyalty, intelligence, ~nd unremitting labors, success would ha"\le 
. been· impossible • . 

The terinination of figbting in Europe does not remove the opportunities for 
other outstanding and ec;ually difficuJ.t achievements in the days which are ·tq · 
come. In ;;ome .ways the immed.Late future will demand of you more fortitude thari 
has the pa_st ·oecause, v;j_ thout the inspiration of combat, you must ma::..ntain--by. 
your dress, deportment, and efficiency--not only the prestige of the T:1~_rd Army 
but also the honor of the Uni t,:;d States. I have complete confidence that you · ·. 
will not fail. 

'· 

During the course of this war I have received promotions and decorations far .,' 
above and beyond my individual merit. You won them; I as you,r repre9entA.bve 
wear them. , The one honor which is mine and mine alone is 5'hat of havir-,g c0rq1~m.n,ded 
such an incomparable group of Americans, the record of whose fortiti.~de, auC:ac:l. t~·(, · 
and valor vd.11 endure as long as history l"'.sts. · . 

. <;; s P~. p,,.. 
G. S. PATTON, JR., · , 

General. · 




